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Their Converſations on the great Principles 
of Natural and Revealed Religion. 
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A further Account of his Converſion, and 
| Penitential Sentiments, by Robert Par- : 
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# 4 HE celebrating the Praiſes of the Dead, is 
an Argument ſo worn out, by long and fre- 
quent Uſe, and now become ſo nauſeous by the Flat. 
tery that uſually attends it, that it is no IWonder if 
Funeral Orations, or Paneg yricys, are more conſi . 
dered for the Elegancy of Style, and Fineneſs of 
Wit, than for the Authority they carry with them 
as to the Truth of Matters of Faet. And yet Tam 
not hereby deterred from meddling with this Kind 
of Argument, nor from handling it with all the 
Plainneſs I can; delivering only what I my ſelf 

heard and ſaw, without any borrowed Ornament, 

Ido, eaſily foreſee how many will be engaged for 

B the Support of their impious Maxims, and immoral 

Practices to diſparage what Iam to write. Others 
will cenſure it becauſe it comes form one of my Pro- 
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feſſion: too many ſuppoſing us to be induced to 
frame ſuch Diſcourſes for carrying on what they 
are pleaſed to call Our Trade. Some will think I 
dreſs it up too artificially, and others, that I pre- 
ſent it too plain and nated. 

BUT being reſolved to govern myſelf by the ex- 
act Rules of Truth, I ſhall be leſs concerned in the 
Cenſures I may fall under. It may ſeem liable to 
great Exception, that I ſhould diſclyſe ſo ma- 
ny Things, that were diſcovered to me, if not 
under the Seal of Confeſſion, yet under the Confi- 
dence of Friendſhip . But this noble Lord himſelf not 
only releaſed me from all Obligations of this kind, 
when I waited on him in his laſt Sickneſs, a few 
Days before he died, but gave it me in Charge 
not to ſpare him in any Thing which I thought 
might be of Uſe to the Living; and was not ill 
pleaſed to be laid open, as well in the worſt as in 
the beſt and laſt Part of his Life, being ſo ſincere 
in his Repentance, that he was not unwilling to 
take Shame to himſelf, by ſuffering bis Faults ta 
be expoſed for the Benefit of others. 

1 write with one great Diſadvantage, that I 
cannot reach his chief Deſign, without mentioning 
ſome of his Faults But I have touched them as 
tenderly as the Cecaſion would bear and Iam 
fure with much more Softneſs than he de- 
fired, or would have conſented unto, had J told 
yim how ] intended to manage this Part. I have 
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related nothing with Perſonal Reflefions on any 
ethers, concerned with him, wiſhing rather that 
they themſelves, reflecting on the Senſe he had of his 
former Diſorders, may be thereby led to forſake 
their own ; than that they ſhould be any Ways re- 
proached by what I write : And therefore tho he 
uſed very few Reſerves with me, as to his Courſe 
of life, yet ſince others had a Share in moſ! Parts 
of it, I ſhall relate nothing but what more immedi- 
ately concerned himſelf : And ſhall ſay no more of 
his Faults, than is neceſſary to illuſtrate his Repen- 
tance, 

T HE Occaſion that led me into ſo particular a 
Knowledge of him, was an Intimation given me by 
a Gentleman of his Aquaintance, of his Deſire to 
ſee me. This was ſometime in October, 1679. when 
he was ſlowly recovering of a great Diſeaſe.” He 
had underſtood that I ten attended on one well 
known 10 him, that died the Summer before; He 
was alſo then entertaining himſelf in that low ſtate 
of his Health, with the firſt Part of the Hiſto« 
ry of the Reformation then newly come out, with 
which he ſeemed not ill pleaſed; And we had acci- 
dentally met in tuo or three Places ſometime befere, 
Theſe were the Motives that led kim to call for my 
Company. After I had waited on him once or 
twice, he grew into that Freedom with me, as to 
open to me all his Thoughts, both of Religion and 

Merality ; and to give me afull View his paſs 
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Life ; and ſeemed not uneaſy at my frequent V ſac. 
So till he went from London, which was in the 
Beginning of April, I waited on him often. As 
foon as I heard how ill he was, and how much he 
was touched with a Senſe of his former Life, I 
writ to him, and received from him an Anſwer, 
that without my Knowledge, was printed ſince his 
Death ; from a Copy which one of his Servants 
conveyed to the Preſs, In it there is fo undeſerv- 
ed a Value put on me that it had been very inde- 
cent for me to have publiſhed it : Yet that muſt be 
attributed unto his Civility and Way of Breeding + 
And indeed he was particularly known to ſo few 
of the Clergy, that the good Opinion he had of me, 
zs to be imputed only to his Unacquaintance with 
others. 

MY End of IWriting is ſo to diſcharge the laſt 
Commands this Lord left on me, as it may be ef. 
fectual to awaken thoſe who run on to all the Ex- 
ceſſes of Riot; and that in the Midſt of thoſe Heats, 
which their Luſts and Paſſions raiſe in them, they 
may be a little wrought on by ſo great an Inſtance, 
of One who had run round the whole Circle of Lu- 
xury; and as Solomon ſays of bimſelf, W hatſo- 
ever his Eyes deſired, he kept it not from them; 
and withheld his Heart from no Joy. But when 
he looked back on all that on which he had waſted 
his Time and Strength, ke eſteemed it Vanity and 
Vexation of Spirit : Tho' he had both as much na- 
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ꝛural Wit, and as much acquired by Learning, 
and beth as much improved with thinking and Stu- 
dy as perhaps any Libertine of the Age; yet when 
he reflected on all his former Courſes, even before 
his Mind was illuminated with better Thoughts, 
he counted them Madneſs and Folly. But when 
the Powers of Religion came to operate on him, 
then he added a Deteſtation to the Contempt he 
formerly had of them, ſuitable to what became a 
ſincere Penitent, and expreſſed himſelf in ſo clear 
and ſo calm a Manner, fo ſenſible of his Failings 
towards his Maker and his Redeemer, that as it 
wrought not a little on thoſe that were about him, 
fo, I hope, the making it publick may have a 
more general Influence, chiefly on theſe en whom 
his former Converſation might have had ill Effects. 
I have endeavoured to give his Character as fully 
as I could take it: For I who ſaw him only in one 
Light, in a ſedate and quiet Temper, when he 
was under a great Decay of Strength and Loſs of 
Spirits, cannot give his Picture with that Life 
and Advantage that others may, who knew. him 
when his Parts were more bright and lively : Yet 
the Compoſure he was then in, may prehaps be 
Suppoſed to balance any Abatement of his uſual 
Vigour, which the Declination of his Health brought 
him under. I have written this Diſcourſe with 
as much Care, and have conſidered it as narrowly 
as I could, I am ſure I have ſaid nothing but 
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Truth ; Thave done it ſlowly, and often uſed my 
fecond Thoug hts in it, not being ſo much concerned 
in the Cenſures might fall on myſelf, as cautious 
that nothing ſhould paſs, that might obſtruct my 
only Deſign of writing, which is the doing what I 
can towards reforming a looſe and lewd Age. And if 
ſuch a Signal Inſtance, concurring with all the E- 
vidence that we have for our moſt holy Faith, has 
no Effect on thoſe who are running the ſame Courſe, 
| it is much to be feared they are given up to a repre 
bate Senſe, 
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. Jou n Earl of Rocheſter. 


POHNWILMOT Erl of Roche- 
Ng ee ter was born in April, Anno Dom. 
7 8 1648. his Father was Henry Earl of 
x2 Rocheſter, but beſt known by the 
Title of the Lord Wilmot, who 


bore ſo great a Part in the late Wars, that Men- 


tion is often made of him in the Hiſtory ; and 
n 
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had the chief Share in the Honour of the Preſer- 
vation of His Majeſty, that now reigns, after 
Morceſter- Fight, and the conveying kim from 
Place to Place, till he happily eſcaped into 
France; but dying before the King's Return, 
he left his Son little other Inheritance, but 
the Honour and Title derived to him, with the 
Pretenſions ſuch eminent Services gave him 
fo the King's Favour: Theſe were carefully 
managed by the great Prudence and Diſcretion 
of his Mother, a Daughter of that noble and 
ancient Family of the St. 7chns of Wiliſbire, fo 
that his Education was carried on in all Things 
ſuitably to his Quality. 

Wukx he was at School, he was an extra- 
ordinary Proficient at his Book; and thoſe 
ſhining Parts which have ſince appeared with 
ſo much Luſtre, began then to ſhew them- 
ſelves. He acquired the Latin to ſuch Per- 
fection, that, to his dying Day, he retained a 
great Reliſh of the Fineneſs and Beauty of 
that Tongue; and was exactly verſed in the 
incomparable Authors that writ about Augu- 
ſtus's Time, whom he read often with that 
peculiar Delight which the greateſt Wits have 
ever found in thoſe Studies. 

WHEN he went to the Univerſity, the ge- 
neral Joy which over-ran the whole Nation 
upon His Majeſty's Reſtoration, but was nog 


131 
regulated with that Sobriety and Temperance, 
that became a ſerious Gratitude to GOD for ſo 
great a Bleſſing, produced ſome of its ill Ef- 
fects on him. He began to love theſe Diſor- 
ders too much; his Tutor was that eminent 
and pious Divine, Dr. Blanford, afterwards 
promoted to the Sees of Oxford and Worceſter ; 


and, under his Inſpection, he was committed 


to the more immediate Care of Mr. Phineas 
Berry, a Fellow of Wadham College, a very 


learned and good natured Man; whom he af- 


terwards ever uſed with muck Reſpect, and re- 
warded him as became a great Man, But the 
Humour of that Time wrought ſo much on 
him, that he broke off the Courſe of his Stu- 
dies; to which no Means could ever effectu- 
ally recall him; till when he was in Italy, his 
Governor, Dr. Balfour, a learned and worthy 
Man, now a celebrated Phyſician in Scotland 
his native Country ; drew him to read ſuch 
Books, as were moſt likely to bring him back 
to love Learning and Study; and he often 
acknowledged to me, in particular, three Days 
before his Death, how much he was obliged 
to love and honour this his Governor, to 
whom he thought he owed more than to all 
the World, next after his Parents, for his great 
Fidelity and Care of him, while he was under 
his Truſt, But no Part of it affected him 
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more ſenſibly, than that he engaged him by 
many Tricks (ſo he expreſſed it) to delight 
in Books and Reading; ſo that ever after he took 
Occaſion in the Intervals of thoſe wotul Extrava- 
gancies that conſumed moſt of his Time, to read 
much: And-tho? the Time was generally but in. 
differently employed, for the Choice of the Sub- 
ject of his Studies was not always good, yet the 
habitual Love of Knowledge together with theſe 
Fits of Study, had much awaken'dhis Underſtand- 
ing, and prepared him for better Things, whenhis 
Mind ſhould be ſo far changed as to reliſh them. 

HE came from his Travels in the 18th Year of 
his Age; and appeared at Court with as great 
Advantages as moſt ever had. He was a graceful 
and well ſhap'd Perſon, tall and well made, if not 
a little too ſlender. He was exactly well bred, 
and what by a modeſt Behaviour natural to him, 
what by a Civility become almoſt as natural, his 
Converſation was eaſy and obliging. He had a 


ſtrange Vivacity of Thought, and Vigour of Ex- 


preſſion. His Wit had a Subtility and Sublimity 
both, that were ſcarce imitable. His Style was 
clear and ſtrong. When he uſed Figures, they 
were very lively, and yet far enough out of the 
common Road. He had made himſelf Maſter of 
the ancient and modern Wit, and of the modern 
French and Italian as well as the Engliſh. He 
loved to talk and writ of ſpeculative Matters, 
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and did it with ſo fine a Thread, that even thoſe 
who hated the Subject that his Fancy ran upon, 
yet could not but be charmed with his Way of 
treating them. Boileau among the French, and 
Cowley among the Engliſh Wits, were thoſe he 
admired moſt. Somtimes otherMens Thoughts 
mixed with his Compoſures but that flowed rather 
from the Impreſſions they made on him when 
he read them, by which they came to return upon 
him as his own Thoughts, than that he ſervilely 
copied from any. For few Men ever had abolder 
Flight of Fancy, more ſteddily governed by Judg- 
ment than he had. No Wonder a young Man 
ſo made, and ſo improved, was very acceptable in 
a Court. 

Soon after his coming thither, he laid hold 
on the firſt Occaſion that offered to ſhew his 
Readineſs to hazard his Life in the Defence and 
Service of his Country. In Winter 1665, he 
went with the Earl of Sandwich to Sea, when he 
was ſent to ly for the Dutch Eaſt=India Fleet; and 
was in the Revenge, commanded by Sir Thomas 
Tiddiman, when the Attack was made on the 
Port of Bergen in Norway, the Dutch Ships having 
got into that Port, It was as deſperate an Attempt 
as ever was made. During the whole Action, 
the Earl of Rocheſter ſhewed as brave and as re- 
ſolute a Courage as was poſſible. A Perſon of 
Honour told me, he heard the Lord Clifford, who 


1 


was in the ſame Ship, often magnify his Courage 


at that Time very highly. Nor did the Rigours 


of the Seaſon, the Hardneſs of the Voyage, and 
the extream Danger he had been in, deter him 


from running the like on the very next Occaſion; 


for the Summer following he went to Sea again, 
without communicating his Deſign to his neareſt 
Relations. He went aboard the Ship commanded 
by Sir Edward Spragge, the Day before the great 
Sca Fight of that Year. Almoſt all the Volun- 
tiers that were in the ſame Ship were killed. 
Mr. Middleton (Brother to Sir Hugh Middleton) 
was ſhot in his Arms. During the Action, Sir 
Edward Spragge not being ſatisfied with the Be- 
haviour of one of the Captains, could not eaſily 
find a Perſon that would chearfully venture thro? 
ſo much Danger, to carry his Commands to that 


Captain. This Lord offered himſelf to the Ser- 


vice, and went in a little Boat thro? all the Shot, 
and delivered his Meſſage, and returned back to 
Sir Edward which was much commended by 
all that ſaw it. He thought it neceſſary to begin 
his Life with theſe Demonſtrations of his Cous 
rage in an Element and Way of Fighting, 
which is acknowledged to be the greateſt Trial 
of clear and undaunted Valour. 

HE had fo entirely laid down the. Intemperance 


that was growing on him before his Travels, that, 
at his Return, he hated nothing more. But fall- 
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ing into Company that loved theſe Excefles, he 
was, tho? not without Difficulty, and by many 
Steps, brought back to it again. And the natural 
Heat of his Fancy, being inflamed by Wine, made 
him ſo extravagantly pleaſant, that many, to be 
more diverted by that Humour, ftudied to engage 
him deeper and deeper in Intemperance ; which, 
at length, did ſo entirely ſubdue him, that, as he 
told me, for five Years together he was conti- 
nually drunk ; not all the while under the viſible 
Effect of it, but his Blood was fo inflamed, that he 
was not in all that Time cool enough to be per- 
fectly Maſter of himſelf. This lead him to ſay 
and do many wild and unaccountable things. By 
this, he ſaid, he had broke the firm Conſtitution 
of his Health, that ſeemed fo ſtrong, that nothing 
was too hard for it; and he had ſuffered ſo much 
in his Reputation, that he almoſt deſpaired to re- 
cover it. There were two Principles in his na- 
tural Temper, that being heighten'd by that Heat 
carried him to great Exceſſes; a violent Love of 
Pleaſure, and a Diſpoſition to extravagant Mirth. 
The one involved him in great Senſuality : the 
other led him to many odd Adventures and Fro- 
licks, in which he was oft in Hazard of his Life ; 
the one being the ſame irregular Appetite, in his 
Mind, that the other was in his Body, which 
made him think nothing diverting that was not 
extravagant. And, tho' in cold Blood he was a 
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generous and good natured Man, yet he would 
go far in his Heats, after any thing that might 
turn to a Jeſt or Matter of Diverſion. He faid to 
me, He never improved his Intereſt at Court, to 


do a premeditated Miſchief to other Perſons, yet 
he laid out his Wit very freely in Libels and Sa- 


tyrs, in which he had a peculiar Talent of mixing 
his Wit with his Malice, and fitting both with 
ſuch apt Words, that Men were tempted to 
be pleaſed with them. From thence his Compo- 


ſures came to be eaſily known; for few had 


ſuch a Way of tempering theſe together as he 
had : So that, when any Thing extraordinary 
that Way came out, as a Child is fathered ſome · 
times by its Reſemblance, ſo was it laid at his 
Door as its Parent and Author. 

TnrxzseE Exerciſes, in the Courſe of his 
Life, were not always equally pleaſant to him. 
He had often ſad Intervals and ſevere Reflections 
on them; and tho” then he had not theſe awak- 
ened in him from any deep Principle of Relgion, 


yet the Horror that Nature raiſed in him, eſpeci- 

ally in ſome Sickneſſes, made him too eaſy to re- 

ceive ſome ill Principles, which others endeavour- 
ed to poſſeſs him with; ſo that he was too ſoon 


brought to ſet himſelf to ſecure and fortify his 
Mind againſt that, by diſpoſſeſſing it all he could 
of the Belief or Apprehenſions of Religion. The 
Licentiouſneſs of his Temper, with the Briskneſs 
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of his Wit, diſpoſed him to love the Converſati« 
on of thoſe who divided their Time between lewd | 
Actions and irregular Mirth. And fo he came 
to bend his Wit, and direct his Studies and En- 
deavours to ſupport and ſtrengthen theſe ill Prin- 
ciples both in himſelf and others. 
An Accident fell out after this which 3 | 
ed him more in theſe Courſes, When he went 
to Sea in the Year 1665, there happened to be 
in the ſame Ship with him Mr. Mountague, and 
another Gentleman of Quality, theſe two, the 
former eſpecially, ſeemed perſwaded that they 
ſhould never return into England. Mr. Mounta- 
gue ſaid, He was ſure of it: the other was not ſo 
poſitive, The Earl of Rocheſter, and the laſt of 
theſe, entred into a formal Engagement, not with- 
out Ceremonies of Religion, that if either of them 
died, he ſhould appear, and give the other Notice 
of the future State, if there was any. But Mr. 
Mountague would not enter into the Bond, When 
the Day came that they thought to have taken 
the Dutch-Fleet in the Port of Bergen, Mr. 
Mountague, tho? he had ſuch a ſtrong Preſage in 
his Mind of his approaching Death, yet he gener- 
ouſly ſtaid all the while in the Place of greateſt 
Danger. The other Gentleman ſignalized his Cou- 
rage in a moſt undaunted Manner, till near the 
End of the Action; when he fell on a ſudden in- 
to ſuch a Trembling, that he could ſcarce ſtand; 
| C 
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And Mr. Mountague going to him to hold bim 
up, as they were in each others Arms, a Cannon 
Ball killed him outright, and carried away Mr. 
Mountagu&s Belly, fo that he died within an 
Hour after. The Earl of Rocheſter told me, 
That theſe Preſages they had in their Minds 
made ſome Impreſſion on him, that there were ſe- 
parate Beings: and that the Soul, either by a na- 
tural Sagacity, or ſome ſecret Notice communi - 
cated to it, had a fort of Divination: But that 
Gentleman's never appearing was a great Snare 
to him, during the reſt of his Life. Tho? when 
he told me this, he could not but acknowledge, 
it was an unreaſonable thing for him to think, 
that Beings in another State were not under ſuch 
Laws and Limits, that they could not command 
their own Motions, but as the Supreme Power 
ſhould order them; and that one who had fo 
corrupted the natural Principles of Truth, as 
he had, had no Reaſon to expect that ſuch an 
extraordinary 'Thing ſhould be done for his Con» 

viction. | 
HE told me of another odd Preſage that one 
had of his approaching Death in the Lady Warre, 
his Mother-in-law's Houſe: The Chaplain had 
dream'd that ſuch a Day he ſhould die, but being 
by all the Family put out of the Belief of it, he 
had almoſt forgot it: Till the Evening before at 
Supper, there being thirteen at Table; according 
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to a fond Conceit that one of theſe muſt ſoon die, 
one of the young Ladies pointed to him, that he 
was to die. He remembring his Dream fell into 
ſome Diſorder, and the Lady Warre reproving 
him for his Superſtition, he ſaid, He was confi» 
dent he was to die before Morning, but he being 
in perfect Health, it was not much minded. It 
was Saturday-night, and he was to preach next 
Day. He went to his Chamber and fat up late, 
as appeared by the burning of his Candle, and he 
had been preparing his Notes for his Sermon, but 
was found dead in his Bed the next Morning : 
Theſe Things he ſaid made him incline to believe, 
the Soul was a Subſtance diſtin from Matter: 
And this often returned into his Thoughts. But 
that which perfected his Perſwaſion about it, was, 
that in the Sickneſs which brought him ſo near 
Death before I firſt knew him, when his Spirits 
were ſo low and ſpent, that he could not move nor 
ſtir, and he did not think to live an Hour ; he 
ſaid, his Reaſon and Judgment were ſo clear and 
ſtrong, that from thence he was fully perſwaded 
that Death was not the ſpending or Diſſolution of 
the Soul; but only the Separation of it from Mat- 
ter. He had in that Sickneſs great Remorſes for 
his paſt Life, but he afterwards told me, they 
were rather general and dark Horrors, than any 
Convictions of ſinning againſt God. He was ſorry 
he had lived ſo as to waſte his Strength ſo ſoon, or 


that he had brought ſuch an ill Name upon him- 
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ſelf, and had an Agony in his Mind about it, which 
he knew not well how to expreſs: But at ſuch 
Times, though he complied with his Friends in 
ſuffering Divines to be ſent for, he ſaid, he had no 
great mind to it ; and that it was but a Piece of his 
Breeding, to deſire them to pray by him, in which 
he joined little himſelf, 

As to the Supreme Being, he had always ſome 
Impreſſion of one; and profeſſed often to me, 
that he had never known an entire Atheiſt, who 
fully believed there was no God. Yet when he 
explained his Notion of this Being, it amounted 
to no more than a vaſt Power, that had none of 
the Attributes of Goodneſs or Juſtice, we aſcribe 
to the Deity : Theſe were his Thoughts about 
Religion, as himſelf told me. For Morality, he 
freely own*d to me, that though he talked of it, 
as a fine thing, yet this was only becauſe he 


thought it a decent way of ſpeaking, and that as 


they went always in Cloaths, tho? in their Frolicks 
they would have choſen ſometimes to have gone 
naked, if they had not feared the People; fo 
though ſome of them found it, neceſſary for 
human Life to talk of Morality, yet he con- 
feſſed they cared not for it, further than the 
Reputation of it was neceſlary for their Credit 
and Affairs; of which he gave me many In» 
ſtances, as their Profeſſion and ſwearing Friend- 


1 
ſhip, where they hated mortally ; their Oaths and 
Imprecations in their Addreſſes to Women, which 
they intended never to make good ; the Pleaſure 
they took in defaming innocent Perſons, and 
ſpreading falſe Reports of ſome, perhaps in Re- 
venge, becauſe they could not engage them to 
comply with their ill Deſigns : The Delight they 
þad in making People quarrel ; their unjuſt Uſage 
of their Creditors, and putting them off by any 
deceitful Promiſe they could invent, that might 
deliver them from preſent Importunity. So that 


in Deteſtation of theſe Courſes, he would often 


break forth into ſuch hard Expreſſions concern- 
ing himſelf, as would be indecent for another to 
repeat. | 

Sven had been his Principles and Practices in 
a Courſe of many Years, which had almoſt quite 
extinguiſh'd the natural Propenſities in him to 
Juſtice and Virtue: He would often go into the 
Country, and be for ſome Months wholly em- 
ployed on Study, or the Sallies of his Wit : 
Which he came to direct chiefly to Satyr. And 
this he often defended to me, by ſaying there 
were ſome People that could not be kept in Order, 
or admoniſhed but in this Way. I replied, that it 
might be granted that a grave Way of Satyr was 
ſome times no improfitable Way of Reproof. 
Yet they who uſed it only out of Spite, and mixed 
Lies with Truth, ſparing nothing that might 
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ndorn their Poems, or gratify their Revenge, 


could not excuſe that way of Reproach, by which 


the Innocent often ſuffer : Since the moſt mali- 
cious things, if wittily expreſſed, might ſtick to 
and blemiſh the beſt Men in the World, and the 
Malice of a Libel could hardly conſiſt with the 
Charity of an Admonition. To this he anſwered, 
A Man could not write with Life, unleſs he were 
heated by Revenge : For to make a Satyr with- 
out Reſentments, upon the cold Notions of 
Philoſophy, was as if a Man would in cold Blood 


cut Mens Throats who had never offended him : 
And he ſaid, The Lies in theſe Libels came of- 


ten in as Ornaments that could not be ſpared 
without ſpoiling the Beauty of the Poem, 

Fox his other Studies, they were divided be- 
tween the comical and witty Writings of the Au- 
cients and Moderns, the Roman Authors, and 
Books of Phyſick: Which the ill State of Health 
he was fallen into, made more neceſſary to him- 
ſelf; and which qualified him for an odd Ad- 
venture, which I ſhall but juſt mentzon. Being 
under an unlucky Accident, which obliged him 
to keep out of the Way; he diſguiſed himſelf, 
ſo that his neareſt Friends could not have known 
him, and ſet up in Tower. ſireet for an Italian 
Meuntebank, where he practiſed Phyſick for ſome 
Weeks not without Succeſs, In his latter Years, 
he read Books of Hiſtory more. He took Pleaſure 
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to diſguiſe himſelf, as a Porter, or as a Peggaf j 
ſometimes to follow ſome mean Amours, which, 
for the Variety of them he affected; at other 
Times, merely for Diverſion he would go about 
in odd Shapes, in which he acted his Part ſo na- 
turally, that even thoſe who were on the Secret, 
and ſaw him in theſe Shapes, could perceive no- 
thing by which he might be diſcovered. 

I have now made the Deſcription of his former 
Life and Principles, as fully as I thought neceſ- 
fary, to anſwer my End in writing: And yet with 
thoſe Reſerves, that I hope I have given no juft 
Cauſe of Offence to any. J have ſaid nothing but 
what I had from his own Mouth, and have avoid- 
ed the mentioning the more particular Paſſages 
of his Life, of which he told me not a few : But 
fince others were concerned in them, whoſe Good 
only I deſign, I will ſay nothing that may either 
provoke or blemiſn them. It is their Reformation, 
and not their Diſgrace, I deſire. This tender 
Conſideration of others, has made me ſuppreſs 
many remarkable and uſeful Things he told me: 
But finding, that though I ſhould name none, yet 
I muſt at leaſt relate ſuch Cireumſtances, as would 
give too great Occaſion for the Reader to cone 
jecture concerning the Perſons intended right 
or wrong, either of which were inconvenient 
enough, 1 have choſen to paſs them quite over. 
But I hope thoſe that know how much they were 
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engaged with him in his ill Courſes, will be ſothe» 
what touched with this Tenderneſs I expreſs to+ 
wards them; and be thereby the rather induced 
to reflect on their Ways, and to conſider without 
Prejudice or Paſſion what Senſe this noble Lord 
had of their Caſe, when he came at laſt ſeriouſly 

to reflect upon his own. 

I now turn to thoſe Parts of this Narrative; 
wherein I myſelf bore ſome Share, and which I 
am to deliver upon the Obſervations I made, after 
a long and free Converſation with him for ſoine 
Months. I was not long in his Company, when 
he told me, he ſhould treat me with more Free- 
dom than he had ever uſed to Men of my Pro- 
feſſion. He would conceal none of his Principles 
from me, but lay his Thoughts open without any 
Diſguiſe ; nor would he do it to maintain Debate, 
or ſhew his Wit, but plainly tell me what ſtuck 
with him; and proteſted to me, that he was not 
ſo engaged to his old Maxims, as to reſolve not to 
change, but that if he could be convinc'd, he 
would chooſe rather to be of another mind : He 
ſaid, he would impartially weigh what I ſhould 
lay before him, and tell me freely when it did 
convince him, and when it did not. He expreſſed 
this Diſpoſition of Mind to me in a Manner ſo 
frank, that I could not but believe him, and be 
much taken with his way of Diſcourſe: So we 
entered into almoſt all the Parts of natural and 
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revealed Religion, and of Morality. He ſeemed 
1 pleaſed, and in a great Meaſure ſatisfied, with 


what I ſaid upon many of theſe Heads: And 
though our freeſt Converſation was when we 
were alone, yet upon ſeveral Occaſions, other Per- 
ſons were Witneſſes to it. I underſtood from 
many. Hands, that my Company was not diſtaſte= 
ful to him, and that the Subjects about which we 
talked moſt were not unacceptable : and he ex- 
preſſed himſelf often, not ill pleaſed with many 
Things I ſaid to him, and particularly when I vi- 
ſited him in his laſt Sickneſs, ſo that I hope it may 
not be altogether unprofitable to publiſh the Sub- 
ſtance of thoſe Matters about which we argued 
ſo freely, with our Reaſoning upon them : And 
perhaps what had ſome Effects on him, may be 
not altogether ineffectual upon others. I follow- 
ed him with ſuch Arguments as I ſaw were moſt 
likely to prevail with him : And my not urging 
other Reaſons, proceeded not from any Diſtruſt I 


had of their Force, but from the Neceſſity of uſing 


thoſe that were moſt. proper for him. He was 


then in a low State of Health, and ſeemed to be 


flowly recovering of a great Diſeaſe: He was in 
the Milk.diet, and apt to fall into HeCtical-fits ; 
any Accident weakned him, ſo that he thought he 
could not live long; and when he went from Lon- 
don, he ſaid, he believed he ſhould never come to 


Town more. Let during his being in Town he 
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18 
was ſo well, that he went often abroad, and had 
great Vivacity of Spirit. So that he was under no 
fuch Decay, as either darkned or weakned his 
Underſtanding ; nor was he any way troubled 
with the Spleen, or Vapours, or under the Power 
of Melancholy. What he was then, compared 
to what he had been formerly, I could not ſo well 
judge, who had ſeen him but twice before. Others 
have told me they perceived no Difference in his 
Parts. This I mention more particularly, that it 
may not be thought that Melancholy, or the want 
of Spirits, made him more inclined to receive any 
Impreſſions : For indeed I never diſcovered any 
fuch thing in him. 

Having thus opened the Way to the Heads 


of our Diſcourſe, I ſhall next mention them. The 


three chief Things we talked about, were Mo- 
rality, Natural Religion and Revealed Religion, 
Chriſtianity. in particular. For Morality, he con- 
feſſed he ſaw the Neceſſity of it, both for the Go- 
vernment of the World, and for the Preſervation 
of Health, Life and Friendſhip : and was very 
much aſhamedofhis former Practices, rather be- 
cauſe he had made himſelf a Beaſt, and had brought 
Pain and Sickneſs on his Body, and had ſuffered 
much in his Reputation, than from any deep Senſe 
of a Supream Being, or another State: But ſo far 
this went with him, that he reſolved firmly to 


change the Courſe of his Life: which he thought 
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he ſhould effect by the Study of Philoſopby, and 
had not a few no leſs ſolid than pleaſant Notions 
concerning the Folly and Madneſs of Vice: but 
he confeſſed he had no Remorſe for his paſt Acti- 
ons, as Offences againſt God, but only as Injuries 
to him ſelf and to Mankind. 

Ueon this Subject 1 ſhewed him the Defects 


of Philoſophy, for reforming the World: That it 


was a Matter of Speculation, which but few ei- 
ther had the Leiſure, or the Capacity to enquire in- 
to. But the Principle that muſt reform Mankind, 
muſt be obvious to every Mans Underſtanding. 
That Philoſophy in Matters of Morality, beyond 
the great Lines of our Duty, had no very certain 
fixed Rule, but in the leſſer Offices and Inſtances 
of our Duty, went much by the Fancies of Men, 
and Cuſtoms of Nations; and conſequently could 
not have Authority enough to bear down the Pro- 
penſities of Nature, Appetite or Paſſion: For 
which I inſtanced in theſe two Points: The one 
was about that Maxim of the Stoicks, to extir- 
pate all ſort of Paſſion and Concern for any Thing. 
That, take it by one Hand, ſeemed deſirable, be- 
cauſe if it could be accompliſhed, it would make 
all the Accidents of Life eaſy; but I think it can- 
not, becauſe Nature after all our ſtriving againſt it, 
will (till return to itſelf: Yet on the other Hand 
it diſſolved the Bonds of Nature and Friendſhip, 
and flackned Induſtry which will move but dully, 
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without an inward Heat: And if it delivered a 
Man form many Troubles, it deprived him of the 
chief Pleaſures of Life, which riſe from Friend- 
ſhip. The other was concerning the Reſtraint of 
Pleaſure, how far that was to go, Upon this he 
told me the two Maxims of his Morality then 
were, that he ſhould do nothing to the Hurt of 
any other, or that might prejudice his own 
Health: And he thought that all Pleaſure, when 
it did not interfere with theſe, was to be indulged, 
as the Gratification of our natural Appetites. Tt 
ſeemed unreaſonable to imagine theſe were Put 


into a Man only to be reſtrained, or curbed to ſuch 


a Narrowneſs: This he applied to the free Uſe 
of Wine and Women. | 

To this I anſwered, That if Appetites being 
natural, was an Argument for the indulging them, 
then the revengeful might as well alledge it for 
Murder, and the covetous for Stealing; whoſe 
Appetites are no leſs keen on thoſe Objects; and 
yet it is acknowledg'd that theſe Appetites ought 
to be curb'd. If the Difference is urged from the 
Injury that another Perſon receives, the Injury is as 
great, if a Man's Wife is defiled, or his Daughter 
corrupted: and it is impoſſible for a Man to let 
his Appetites looſe to vagrant Luſts, and not to 
tranſgreſs in theſe Particulars: So there was no 
curing the Diſorders, that muſt riſe from thence, 
but by regulating theſe Appetites: And why 
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ſhould we not as well think that God intended 
our brutiſh and ſenſual Appetites ſhould be go- 
verned by our Reaſon, as that the Fierceneſs of 


| Beaſts ſhould be managed and tamed, by the Wiſ- 


dom, and for the Uſe of Man? So that it is no 
real Abſurdity to grant that Appetites were put 
into Men, on Purpole to exerciſe their Reaſon in 
the Reſtraint and Government of them : which 
to be able to do, miniſters a higher and more laſt- 
ing Pleaſure to a Man, than to give them their 
full Scope and Range. And if other Rules of Phi- 
lofophy be obſerved, ſuch as the avoiding thoſe Ob- 
jects that ſtir Paſſion; nothing raiſes higher Paſ- 
ſions than ungovern'd Luſt, nothing darkens the 
Underſtanding, and depreſſes a Man's Mind more, 
nor is any I hing managed with more frequent 
Returns of other Immoralities, ſuch as Oaths 
and Imprecations which are only intended tocom- 
paſs what is deſired: The Expence that is neceſ- 
ſary to maintain theſe Irregularities makes a Man 
falſe in his other dealings. All this he freely con- 
feſſed was true; upon which I urged, that if it was 
reaſonable for a Man to regulate his Appetite 
in Things which he knew were hurtful to him; 
Was it not as reaſonable for God to preſcribe a 
Regulating of thoſe Appetites, whoſe unreſtrained 
Courſe did produce ſuch miſchievous Effects? 
That it could not be denied, but doing to others 
what we would have others do unto us, was a juſt 
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Rule: Thoſe Men then that knew how extream 
ſenſible they themſelves would be of the Diſhonour 
of their Families, in the Caſe of thcir Wives or 
Daughters, muſt needs condemn themſelves, for 
doing that which they could not bear from an- 
other: And if the Peace of Mankind, and the en- 
tire Satisfaction of our whole Life, ought to be one 
of the chief Meaſures of our Actions, then let all 

the World judge, Whether a Man that confines 
his Appetite, and lives contented at home, is not 
much happier, than thoſe that let their Deſires 
run after forbidden Objects. The Thing being 
granted to be better in itſelf, then the Queſtion 
falls between the Reſtraint of Appetite in ſome In- 
ſtances, and the Freedom of a Man's Thoughts, 
the Soundneſs of his Health, his Application to 
Affairs, with the Eaſineſs of his whole Life, 
Whether the one is not to be done before the 
other? As to the Difficulty of ſuch a Reſtraint, 
though it is not eaſy to be done, when a Man 
allows himſelf many Liberties, in which it is not | 
poſſible to ſtop; yet thoſe who avoid the Oc- 5 
caſions that may kindle theſe impure Flames, and 

keep themſelves well employed, find the Victory 

and Dominion over them no ſuch impoſſible, or 

hard Matter, as may ſeem at firſt View. So that 1 
though the Pyilgſophy and Morality of this Point ö 
were plain; yet there is not Strength enough in 
that Principle to ſubdue Nature, and Appetite, 
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Cay 
Upon this I urged, that Morality eould not be 4 
ſtrong Thing. unleſs a Man were determined by 
ga Law within himſelf: for if he only meaſured 
J kimſelf by Decency, or the Laws of the Land, 
N this would teach him only to uſe ſuch Caution in 
his ill Practices, that they ſhould not break out 
too viſibly : but would never carry him to an in» 
ward and univerſal Probity : That Virtue was of 
| fo complicated a Nature, that unleſs a Man came 
entirely within its Diſcipline, he could not adhere 
ſtedfaſtly to any one Precept: For Vices are of- 
ten made neceſſary Supports to one another, . 
That this cannot be done, either ſteddily, or with 1 
any Satisfaction, unleſs the Mind does inwardly 
comply with, and delight in the Dictates of Vir- 
tue: And that could not be effected, except a 
Man's Nature were internally regenerated and 
changed by a higher Principle: Till that came 
about, corrupt Nature would be ſtrong, and Phi- 
loſophy but feeble ; eſpecially when it ſtruggled 
” with ſuch Appetites or Paſſions as were much 
kindled, or deeply rooted in the Conſtitution of 
ones Body. This, he ſaid, ſounded to him like 
Enthufiaſm, or Canting : He had no Notion of it, 
and ſo could not underſtand it: He comprehen- 
ded the Dictates of Reaſon and Philoſophy, . on 
which as the Mind became much converſant, there 
would ſoon follow as he believed, a greater Ea- 
ſineſs in obeying its Precepts: I told him on the 
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ether Hand, that all his Speculations of Philoſo- 
phy would not ſerve him in any Stead, to the re- 
forming of his Nature and Life, till he applied 
himſelf to God for inward Aſſiſtances. It was 
certain, that the Impreſſions made in his Reaſon 
governed him, as they were lively preſented to 
him: but theſe are ſo apt to ſlip out of our Me- 
mory, and we ſo apt to turn our Thoughts from 
them, and at ſome times the contrary Im- 
preſſions are ſo ſtrong, that, let a Man ſet up a 
Reaſoning in his Mind againſt them, he finds that 
celebrated Saying of the Poet, 
| Video meliora proboque, 

Deteriora ſequor.—— 
I ſee what is better, and approve it; but follow 
what is worſe, 
to be all that Philoſophy will amount to. Whereas 
thoſe who upon ſuch Occaſions apply themſelves 
to God, by earneſt Prayer, feel a Diſengagement 
from ſuch Impreſſions, and them'elves endued 
with a Power to reſiſt them. So that thoſe Bonds 


— which formerly held them, fall off. 


THis, he ſaid, muſt be the Effect of a Heat in 
Nature; it was only the ſtrong Diverſion of the 
Thoughts, that gave the ſeeming Victory, and he 
did not doubt but if one could turn to a Problem 
in Euclid, or to write a Copy of Verſes, it would 
have the ſame Effect. To this I anſwered, That 
if ſuch Methods did only divert the Thoughts, 
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there might be ſome Force in what he ſaid : But 
if they not only drove out ſuch Inclinations, but 
begat Impreſſions contrary to them, and brought 
Men into a new Diſpoſition and Habit of Mind; 
then he muſt confeſs there was ſomewhat more 
than a Deverſion in theſe Changes, which were 
brought on our Minds by true Devotion. I added, 
that Reaſon and Experience were the Things 
that determined our Perſwaſlons ; that as Ex- 
perience without Reaſon may be thought the De- 
luſion of our Fancy, ſo Reaſon without Experi- 
ence had not ſo convincing an Operation : But 
theſe two meeting together, muſt needs give a 
Man all the Satisfaction he can deſire. He could 
not ſay, It was unreaſonable to believe that the 
Supream Being might make ſome Thoughts ſtir 
in our Minds with more or leſs Force, as it pleaſ- 
ed: Eſpecially the Force of theſe Motions being 
for the moſt Part, according to the Impreſſion 
that was made on our Brains; which that Power 
that directed the whole Frame of Nature, could 
make grow deeper as it pleaſed. It was alſo rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe God a Being of ſuch Goodneſs 
that he would give his Aſſiſtance to ſuch as deſir- 
ed it : For though he might upon ſome greater 
Occaſions in an extraordinary Manner turn ſome 


Peoples Minds; yet ſince he had endued Man with 


a Faculty of Reaſon, it is fit that Men ſhould em- 
ploy that, as far as they could, and beg bis Aſſiſ- 
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| tance, which certainly they can do. All this ſeem- 
ed reaſonable, and at leaſt probable: Now good 
Men who felt upon their frequent Applications 
to God in Prayer, a Freedom from thoſe ill Im- 
preſſions that formerly ſubdued them, an inward 
Love to Virtue and true Goodneſs, an Eaſineſs and 
Delight in all the Parts of Holineſs, which was | 
fed and cheriſhed in them by a Seriouſnels in 
Prayer, and did languiſh as that went off, had as | 
real a Preception of an inward Strength in their 
Minds, that did riſe and fall with true Devotion, 
as they perceived the Strength of their Bodies in- 
ereaſed or abated, according as they had or want- 
good Nouriſhment. 

AFTER many Diſcourſes upon this Subject, he 
ſtill continued to think all was the effect of Fancy: 
He ſaid, that he underſtood nothing of it, but ac- 
knowledged that he thought they were very hap- 
py whoſe Fancies were under the Power of ſuch 
Impreſſions ; ſince they had ſomewhat on which 
their Thoughts reſted and centred : But when E 
ſaw him in his laſt Sickneſs, he then told me, he 
had another Senſe of what we had talked coneern- 
ing Prayer and inward Aſſiſtances. 

Tunis Subject led us to diſcourſe of God, and 
of the Notion of Religion in general. He believed 
there was a Supream Being: He could not think ' 
the World was made by Chance, and the regular | 
Courſe of Nature ſeemed to demonſtrate the eter» | 
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nal Power of its Author. This, he ſaid, he could 


never ſhake off; but when he came to explain his 


Notion of the Deity, he ſaid, he looked on it as 
a vaſt Power that wrought every Thing by the 
Neceſlity of its Nature: And thought that God 
had none of thoſe Affections of Love or Hatred, 
which breed Perturbation in us, and by Con- 
ſequence he could not fee that there was to be 
either Reward or Puniſhment. He thought our 
Conceptions of God were fo low, that we had 
better not think much of him: And to love God 
ſeemed to him a perſumptuous Thing, and the 
heat of fanciful Men. Therefore he believed 
there ſhould be no other religious worſhip, but a 
general Celebration of that Being, in ſome ſhort 
Hymn: All the other Parts of worſhip he eſteem- 
ed the Inventions of Prieſts to make the Worldbe- 
lieve they had a Secretof incenſing and appeaſing 
God as they pleaſed. In a Word, he was neither 
perſwaded that there was a ſpecial Providence a- 
bout human Affairs; nor that Prayers were of 
much uſe, ſince that was tolook on God as a weak 
Being, that would be overcome with Importunie 
ties. And for the State after Death, though he 
thought the Soul did not diſſolve at Death; yet 
he doubted much of Rewards or Puniſhments : 
The one he thought too high for us to attain, 
by our ſlight Services; and the other was too ex- 
tream to be inflicted for Sin. This was the Sub- 


SAS 
ſtance of his Speculations about God and Reli» 
gion. 

I told him his Notion of God was fo low, that 


the Supream Being ſeemed to be nothing but 


Nature. For if that Being had no Freedom, nor 
choice of its own Actions, nor operated by Wiſ- 
dom or Goodneſs, all thoſe Reaſons which lead 
him to acknowledge a God, were contrary to this 
Conceit ; for if the Order of the Univerſe perſwa- 
ded him to think there was a God, he muſt at the 
ſame Time conceive him to be both Wiſe and 
Good, as well as powerful. ſince theſe all appear'd 
equally in the Creation : Though his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs had Ways of exerting themſelves, that 
were far beyond our Notions or Meaſures. If 
God was Wiſe and Good, he would naturally 


love, and be pleaſed with thoſe that reſembled 
him in theſe Perfections, and diſlike thoſe that 
were oppoſite to him. Every rational Being na- 
turally loves itſelf, and is delighted in others like 
itſelf, and is averſe from what is not ſo. Truth 


is a rational Nature's acting in conformity to it- 
ſelf in all Things, and Goodneſs is an Inclination 


to promote the Happineſs of other Beings : So 
Truth and Goodneſs were the eſſential Pei fecti- 
ons of every reaſonable Being, and certainly moſt 
eminently in the Deity : Nor does his Mercy or 
Love raiſe Paſſion or Perturbation in him ; for we 


feel that to be a Weakneſs in ourſelves, which 
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indeed only flows from our want of Power, or 
Skill to do what we wiſh or deſire - It is alſo rea- 
ſonable to believe God would aſſiſt the Fndeavours 
of the Good, with ſome Helps ſuitable to their 
Nature. And that it could not be imagined, that 
thoſe who imitated him, ſhould not be ſpecially 
favoured by him And therefore ſince this did 
not appear in this State, it was moſt reaſonable 
to think it ſhould be in another, where the Re- 
wards ſhall be an Admiſſion to a more perſcct 
State of Conformity to God, with the Felicity 
that follows it, and the Puniſhments ſnould be a 
total Excluſion from him, with all the Horror and 
Darkneſs that muſt follow that. I heſe ſeemed tobe 
the natural Reſults of ſuch ſeveral Courſes of Lite, 
as well as the Effects of Divine Juſtice, reward- 
ing or puniſhing, For ſince he believed the Soul 
had a diſtinct tubliſtence, ſeparated from the 
Bedy; upon its Diſſolution there was no Reaſon 


to think it paſſed into a State of utter Oblivion, 


of what it had been in formerly But that as the 


Reflections on the Good or Evil it had done, 


muſt raiſe Joy or Horror in it; ſo thoſe good or 


ill Diſpoſitions accompanying the departed Souls, 


they muſt either riſe up to a higher Perfection, or 
ſink to a more depraved, and miſerable State. In 
this Life, variety of Affairs and Objects do much 
cool and divert our Minds; and ate on the one 
hand ofteg great J emptations to the good, and 


11 


give the bad ſome eaſe in their Trouble; but in 
' a Sate wherein the Soul ſhall be ſeparated from 


ſenſible Things, and employed in a more quick 
and ſublime way of Operation, this muſt very 
much exalt the Joys and Improvements of the 
good, and as much heighten the Horror and Rage 
of the wicked. So that it ſeemed a vain Thing 
to pretend to believe a Supream Being, that is 
wiſe and good as well as great, and not to think 
a Diſcrimination will be made between the Good 
and Bad, which, it js manifeſt, is not fully done 
in this Life. 

As for the Government of the World, if we 
believe the Supream Power made it, there is no 
Reaſon to think he does not govern it: For all 
that we can fancy againſt it, is the Diſtraction 
which that infinite variety ot ſecond Cauſes, and 
the Care of their Concernmepts, mult give to the 
firſt, if it inſpects them all. But as among Men, 
thoſe of weaker Capacities are wholiy taken up 
with ſome one Thing, whereas thoſe of more en- 
larged Powers can, without Diſtraction, have 
many things within their care, as the Eye can at 
one view reccive a great variety of Objects, in 
that narrow Compaſs, without Confuſion ; ſo if 
we conceive the divine Underſtanding to be as far 
above ours, as his Power of creating and fram- 
ing the whole Univerſe, is above our limited Ac- 
tivity ; we will no more think the Government 


[3 
of the World a Diſtraction to him: And if we 
have once overcome this Prejudice, we ſhall be 
ready to acknowledge a Providence directing all 
Affairs; a Care well becoming the great Creator. 
As for worſhipping him, if we imagine our Wore 

ſhip is a Thing that adds to his Happineſs, or gives 
him ſuch a fond Pelaſure as weak People have to 
hear themſelves commended ; or that our repeat- 
ed Addreſſes do overcome him through our meer 
Importunity, we have certainly very unworthy 
Thoughts of him. The true Ends of Worſhip 
come within another Conſideration« Which is 
this, a Mamis never entirely reformed, till a new 
Principle govern his Thoughts : Nothing makes 
that Principle ſo ſtrong, as deepand frequent Me- 
ditations of God; whoſe Nature though it be far 
above our Comprehenſion, yet his Goodneſs and 
Wiſdom are ſuch Perfections as fall within our 
Imagination And he that thinks often of God, 
and conſiders him as governing the World, and as 
ever obſerving all his Actions, will feel a very ſen · 
fible effect of ſuch Meditations, as they grow 
more lively and frequent with him; ſo the end of 
religious Worſhip either public or private, is to 
make the Apprehenſions of God have a deeper 
Root, and a ſtronger Influence on us. The fre- 
quent Returns of theſe are neceſſary : Leſt if we al- 
low of toa long Intervals between them, theſe Im- 


preſſions may grow feebler, and other Suggeſtions 


N " a 'F 

2 p_ a s ä 
— ws 6" OI gn = £54944 hy "m >» - 
— — — 


—— — 


—— 


3 i 
fl ) 
Ki 
1 
7 ' © 

2 
11 
* Bi 
12 "7 f 
- bo 

1 
4 
8 A 
* bi 
to " 

$4 
s 
CY 4 | 
=? 


11 

may come in their Room + And the Returns of 
Prayer are not to be conſidered as Favours ex- 
torted by meer Importunity, but as Rewards con- 
ferred on Men ſo well diſpoſed, and prepared for 
them + According to the Promiſes that God has 
made for anſwering our Prayers, thereby to en- 
gage and nouriſh a devout Temper in us, which is 
the chief Root of all true Holineſs and Virtue. 

Ir is true, we cannot have ſuitable Notions of 
the divine Eſſence ; as indeed we have no juſt 1dea 
of any Eſſence whatſoever - Since we commonly 
conſider all Fhings, either by their outward Fi- 
gure, or by their Effects: And from thence make 
Inferences what their Nature muſt be. So 
though we cannot frame any perfect Image in 
our Minds of the Divinity, yet we may from the 
Diſcoveries God has made of himſelf, form ſuch 
Conceptions of him, as may poſſeſs our Minds 
with great Reverence for him, and beget in us 
ſuch a Love of thoſe Perfections as to engage us 
to imitate them. For when we ſay we love God; 
the meaning is, we love that Being that is Holy, 
Juſt, Good, Wiſe ; and infinitely perfect: and 
loving theſe Attributes in that Object, will cer- 
tainly carry us to deſire them in ourſelves. For 
whatever we love in another, we naturally, ac. 
cording to the Degree of our Love, endeavour 
to reſemble it. Ia ſu:n, the loving and worſhipping 


God, though they are juſt and reaſonably Returns 
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nad Expreſſions of the Senſe we have of his 


| Goodneſs to us; yet they are exacted of us not 
only as a Tribute to God, but as a mean to be- 
get in us a Conformity to his Nature, which is 
the chief end of pure and undefiled Religion. 

Ir ſome Men, have at ſeveral Times, found out 
Inventions to corrupt this, and cheat the World; 
it is nothing but what occurs in every ſort of Em- 
ployment, to which Men betake themſelves. 
Mountebanks corrupt Phyſick; Pettysfoggers have 
entangled the matters of Property, and all Pro- 
feſſions have been vitiated by the Knaveries of a 
number of their Calling, 

Wir all theſe Diſcourſes he was not equally 
ſatisfied. He ſeemed convinced that the Impreſ- 
ſions of God being much in Mens Minds, would 
be a powerful Means to reform the World ; and 
did not ſeem determined againſt Providence: but 
for the next State, he thought it more likely that 
the Soul began anew and that her Senſe of what 
ſhe had done in this Body, lying in the Figures 
that are made in the Brain, as ſoon as ſhe diſlodg- 
ed, all theſe periſhed, and that the Soul went into 
ſome other State to begin a new Courſe. But L 
ſaid on this Head, That this was at beſt a Con- 
jecture, raiſed in him by his Fancy: For he could 
give no Reaſon to prove it true ; nor was all the 
Remembrance our Souls had of paſt Things ſeated 
in ſome material Figures lodged in the Brain: tho? 
F 


it could not be denied — a great deal of it lay in 
the Brain. That we have many abſtracted Notions 
and Ideas of immaterial Things which depend not 
on bodily Figures : Some Sins, ſuch as Falſhood, 
and ill Nature were ſeated in the Mind, as Luſt 
and Appetite were in the Body: And as the whole 
Body was the Receptacle of the Soul, and the 
Eyes and Ears were the Organs of Sceing and 
Hearing, fo was the Brain the Seat of Memory : 
Yet the Power and Faculty of Memory, as well 
as of Seeing and Hearing, lay in the Mind: And 
ſo it was no unconceivable Thing that either the 
Soul by its own Strength, ' or by the means of 
ſome ſubtiler Organs, which might be fitted for it 
in another State, ſhould till remember as well 
as think. But indeed we know ſo little of the Na- 
ture of our Souls, that itis a vain Thing for us to 
raiſe an Hypotheſis out of the Conjectures we 
have about it, or to reject one, becauſe of ſome 
Difficulties that occur to us ; ſince it is as hard to 
underſtand how we remember Things now, as 
how we ſhall do it in another State; only we are 
ſure we do it now, and fo we ſhall be then, when 
we do it. Wh 

Wurn I preſſed him with the ſecret Joys that 
a good Man felt, particularly as he drew near 
Death, and the Horrors of ill Men, eſpecially at 
that Time; he was willing to aſcribe it to the 
Impreſſions they had from their Education : but 


% 
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he often confeſſed, that whether the Buſineſs of 


Religion was true or not, he thought thoſe who 
had the Perſwaſions of it, and lived ſo that they 
had Quiet in their Conſciences, and believed God 
governed the World, and acquieſced in his Pro- 
vidence, and had the Hope of an endleſs Bleſſed- 
neſs in another State, the happieſt Men in the 
World: And ſaid, He would give all that he was 
Maſter of, to be under thoſe Perſwaſions, and to 
have the Supports and Joys that muſt needs flow 
from them. I told him, the main Root of all Cor- 
ruptions in Mens Principles was their ill Life 
which, as it darkened their Minds and diſabled 
them from diſcerning better Things; ſo it made 
it neceſſary for them to ſeek out ſuch Opinions 
as might give them Eaſe from thoſe Clamours, 
that would otherwiſe have becn raiſed within 
them : He did not deny but that after the doing of 
ſome Things, he felt great and ſevere Challenges 
within himſelf : But he ſaid, He felt not theſe after 
ſome others, which I would perhaps call far greats 
er Sins than thoſe that affected him more ſenſibly. 
This I ſaid, might flow from the Diſorders he had 
caſt himſelf into, which had corrupted his Judg- 
ment and vitiated his Taſte of Things ; and by his 
long Continuance in, and frequent repeating of 
ſome Immoralities, he had made them fo familiar 
to him, that they were become as it were natural: 
And then it was no Wonder if he had not fo 
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exact a Senſe of what was good or evil, as a fe- 


veriſh Man cannot judge of Taſtes. 
He did acknowledge the whole Syſtem of Re- 


ligion, if believed, was a greater Foundation of 


Quiet than any other Thing whatſoever : for all 
the Quiet he had in his Mind, was, That he could 
not think ſo good a Being as the Deity would 
make him miſerable. I asked if when by the ill 
Courſe of his Life, he had brought ſo many Diſ- 
eaſes on his Body, he could blame God for it, or 


expect that he ſhould deliver him from them by 


a Miracle. He confeſſed there was no Reaſon for 
that: I then urged, that if Sin ſhould caſt the Mind 
by. a natural Effect, into endleſs Horrors and 
Agonies, which being ſeated in a Being not ſub- 


3 ject to Death, muſt laſt for ever, unleſs ſome mi- 
raculous Power interpoſed, could he accuſe God 


for that which was the Effect of his own Choice 
and ill Life ? 

_ He ſaid, They were happy that believed: for 
it was not in every Man's Power. 

AND upon this we diſcourſed long about Re- 
vealed Religion. He ſaid, He did not underſtand 
that Buſineſs of Inſpiration. He believed the Pen- 
men of the Scriptures had Heats and Honeſty, and 
ſo writ ; but could not comprehend how God 
ſhould reveal his Secrets to Mankind. Why was 
not Man made a Creature more diſpoſed for Re- 
ligion, and better illuminated? He could not ap- 


1 
prehend how there ſhould be any Corruption in 
the Nature of Man, or a Lapſe derived from 
Adam. God's communicating his Mind to one 
Man, was the putting it in his Power to cheat the 
World: for Propheſies and Miracles, the World 
had been always full of ſtrange Stories; for the 
Boldneſs and Cunning of Contrivers meeting with 
the Simplicity and Credulity of the People, 
Things were eaſily received; and being once 
received, paſſed downwithout Contradiction. The 
Incoherences of Stile in the Scriptures, the odd 
Tranſitions, the ſeeming Contradictions, chiefly 
about the Order of Time, the Cruelties enjoined 
the //raclites in deſtroying the Canaanites, Circum- 
eiſion, and many other Kits of the 7euiſh Wor- 
ſhip, ſeemed to him unſuitable to the Divine Na- 
ture: And the firſt three Chapters of Geneſis, he 
thought could not be true, unlets they were Pa- 
rables. This was the Subſtance of what he except- 
ed to Revealed Religion in general, and to the 
Old Teſtament in particular. 

I AxSWER'D to all this, That believing a Thing 
upon the Teſtimony of another, in other Matters 
where there was no Reaſon to ſuſpe& the Teſti. 

mony, chiefly where it was confirmed by other 
Circumſtances, was not only a reaſonable Thing, 
but it was the Hinge on which all the Government 
and Juſtice in the World depended : ſince all 
Courts of Juſtice proceed upon the Evidence given 
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by Witneſſes ; for the Uſe of Writing is but a 


T bing more lately brought into the World. So 
then, if the Credibility of the Thing, the Inno- 
cence and Diſintereſtedneſs of the Witneſſes, the 
Number of them, andthe publickeſt Confirmations 
that could poſſibly be given, do concur to per- 
{wade us of any Matter of Fact, it is a vain Thing 
to ſay, becauſe it is poſſible for ſo many Men to 
agree in a Lye, that therefore theſe have done it. 
in all other Things a Man gives his Aſſent when 
the Credibility is ſtrong on the one Side, and there 
appears nothing on the other Side to balance it. 
So ſuch Numbers agreeing in their Tcltimony to 
thoſe Miracles; for Inſtance of our Saviour's cal- 
ling Lazarus out of the Grave the fourth Day at- 
terhe was buried, and bis own riſing again after he 
was certainly dead; If there had been never fo 
many Impoſtures in the World, no Man can with 
any reaſonable Colour pretend this was one. We 
find both by the Jewiſh and Roman Writers that 
lived in that Time, that our Saviour was crucified; 
and that all his Diſciples and Followers believed 
certainly that he roſe again. They believed this 
upon the Teſtimony of the Apoſtles, and of many 
hundreds who ſaw it, and died confirming it: 
They went about to perſwade the World of it, 
with great Zeal, tho? they knew they were to get 
nothing by it, but Reproach and Sufferings; and 
by meny Wonders which they wrought, they 
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confirmed their Teſtimony. Now to avoid all 
this, by ſaying it is poſſible this might be a Con- 
trivance, and to give no Preſumption to make it 
ſo much as probable, that it was ſo, is in plain 
Engliſh to ſay, We are reſolved, let the Evidence 
be what it will, we will not believe it. 

He ſaid, If a Man ſays he cannot believe, what 
Help is there? for he was not Maſter, of his own 
Belief, and believing was at higheſt, but a pro- 
bable Opinion. To this I anſwered, That, if a 
Man will let a wanton Conceit poſſeſs his Fancy 
againſt theſe Things, and never conſider the Evi- 
dence for Religion on the other hand, but reject 
it upon a ſlight View of it, he ought not to fay he 
cannot, but he will not believe: And while a Man 
lives an ill Courſe of Life, he is not fitly qualified 
to examine the Matter aright. Let him grow calm 
and virtuous, and, upon due Application, ex- 
amine Things fairly, and then let him pronounce 
according to his Conſcience, if to take it at its low- 
eſt, the Reaſons on the one Hand are not much 


ſtronger than they are on the other. For I found 


he was ſo poſſeſſed with the general Conceit that 


a Mixture of Knaves and Fools had made all ex- 


traordinary Things be eaſily believed, that it carri- 
ed him away to determine the Matter, without ſo 
much as looking on the hiſtorical Evidence for 


the Truth of Chriſtianity, which he had not en- 


quired into, but had bent all his Wit and Study 


C3 
W the Support of the other Side. As for that, 
that believing is at beſt but an Opinion; if the 
Evidence be but probable, it is ſo: but, if it be 
ſuch that it cannot be queſtioned, it grows as eer- 
tain as Knowledge: For we are no leſs certain, 


that there is a great Town called Conſtantinople, 


the Seat of the Ottoman Empire, than that there is 
another called London. We as little doubt, that 
Queen Eliſabeth once reigned, as that King 
Charles now reigns in England. So that believing 


may be as certain, andas little ſubject to doubting, 


as ſeeing or knowing. 

THERE are two Sorts of believing divine Mat- 
ters; the one is wrought in us by our compar- 
ing all the Evidences of Matter of Fact, for the 
Confirmation of Revealed Religion: with the Pro- 
pheſies in the Scripture ; where Things were punc- 
tually predicted, ſome Ages before their Comple- 
tion; not in dark and doubtful Words, uttered 
like Oracles, which might bend to any Event: but 
in plain Terms, as the foretelling that Cyrus, by 
Name, ſhould ſend the eus back from the Cap- 


tivity.after the fixed Period of ſeventy Years. The 


Hiſtory of the Syrian and Egyptian Kings, ſo punc · 


tually foretold by Daniel, and the Prediction of 


the Deſtruction of Zeruſalem, with many Circum- 


ſtances relating to it, made by our Saviour; join- 


ing theſe to the excellent Rule and Deſign of the 
Scripture in Matters of Morality, it is at leaſt as 
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reaſonable to believe this.as any thing elſe in the 
World. Yet ſuch a believing as this, is only a 
general Perſwaſion in the Mind, which has not 
that Effect, till a Man applying himſelf to the 
Directions ſet down in the Scriptures (which up- 
on ſuch Evidence cannot be denied, to be as rea- 
ſonable, as for a Man to follow the Preſcriptions 
of a learned Phyſician, and when the Rules are 
both good and caſy, to ſubmit to them for the 
recovering of his Health) and by following theſe, 
finds a Power entring with him, that frees him 
from the Slavery of his Appetites and Paſſions ; 
that exalts his Mind above the Accidents of Life ; 
and ſpreads an inward Purity in his Heart, from 
which a ſerene and calm Joy ariſe within him: 
And good Men, by the Efficacy theſe. Methods 


have upon them, and from the Returns of their 


Prayers, and other Endeavours, grow aſſured that 

theſe Things are true, and anſwerable to the Pro- 
miſes they find regiſtered in Scripture. All this, he 
ſaid, might be Fancy: but to this I anſwered, 
'That as it were unreaſonable to tell a Man that 
is abroad, and knows he is awake, that perhaps 
he is in a Dream, and in his Bed, and only thinks 
he is abroad, or that as ſome go about in their 
Sleep, ſo he may be aſleep ſtill : ſo good and re- 
ligious Men know, tho? others may be abuſed by 
their Fancies, that they are under no ſuch Decep- 
tion: and find that they are neither hot nor en- 
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thuſiaſtical, but under the Power of calm and clear 


Principles. All this he ſaid he did not underſtand ; 


and that it was to aſſert or beg the Thing in que- 


ſtion, which he could not comprehend. 

As for the Poſſibility of Revelation, it was a 
vain Thing to deny it For as God gives us the 
Senſe of ſeeing material Objects by our Eyes, and 
opened in ſome a Capacity of apprehending high 
and ſublime Things, of which other Men ſeemed 
utterly incapable: fo it was a weak A ffertion, that 
God cannot awaken a Powerin ſome Mens Minds, 


- to apprehend and know fome T hings, in ſuch a 


Manner, that others are not capable of it. This 
1s not half ſo incredible to us, as Sight is to a blind 
Man, who yet may be convinced there is a 
ſtrange Power of Seeing that governs Men, of 
which he finds himſelf deprived. As for the Ca- 
pacity put into ſuch Mens Hands to deceive the 
World, we are at the ſame time to conſider, that, 
beſides the Probity of their Tempers, it cannot be 


thought but God can fo forcibly bind up a Man 


in ſome Things, that it ſhould not be in his Pow- 
er to deliver them otherwiſe than as he gives him 
in Commiſſion. Beſides, the Confirmation of Mi- 
racles are a divine Credential to warrant fuch Per- 
ſons in what they deliver to the World, which 
nnot be imagined can be joined to a Lye, ſince 
I were to put the Omnipotence of God to atteſt 
that which no honeſt Man will do. For the Bu- 
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ſineſs of the Fall of Man, and other things of 


which we cannot Perhaps give ourſelves a perfect 
Account, we who cannot fathom the Secrets of 
the Counſel of God, do very unreaſonably to take 
on usto reject an excellentSyſtem of good andho- 
ly Rules, becauſe we cannot ſatisfy ourſelves about 
ſome Difficulties in them. Common Experience 
tells us, there is a great Diſorder in our Natures, 
which is not eaſily reCtified : All Philoſophers 
were ſenſible of it, and every man that deſigns 
togovern himſelf by Reaſon, feels the Struggle 
between it and Nature : So that it js plain, 
there is a Lapſe of the high Powers of the Soul, 
Bor why, ſaid he, could not this be rectified 
by ſome plain Rule given : but Men muſt come 
and ſhew a Trick to perſwade the World they 
ſpeak to them in the Name of God? I anſwered, 
That Religion being a Deſign to recover and ſave 
Mankind, was to be ſo opened as to awaken and 
work upon all Sorts of People ; and generally 
Men of a Simplicity of Mind, were thoſe that were 
the fitteſt Objects for God to ſhew his Favour 
to: therefore it was neceſſary, that Meſſengers 
ſent from Heaven ſhould appear with ſuch alarm- 
ing Evidences as might awaken the World, and 
prepare them, by ſome aſtoniſhing Signs, toliſten 
to the Doctrine they were to deliver. Philoſophy, 
that was only a Matter of fine Speculation, had 
few Votarjes. And as there was no Authority in 
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it to bind the World to believe its Dictates, fo 
they were only received by ſome of nobier and 
refined Natures, who could apply themſelves to, 
and delight in ſuch Notions. But true Religion 
was to be built on a Foundation that ſhould cars 


ry more Weight on it, and to have ſuch Convic- 


tions, as might not only reach theſe who were al- 
ready diſpoſed to receive them, but rouſe up ſuch 
as without great and ſenſible Excitation would 
have otherwiſe ſlept on in their ill Courſes. 

Uron this and ſome ſuch Occaſions, I told 
him, I ſaw the ill Uſe he made of his Wit, by 
which he ſlurred the graveſt Things with a ſlight 
Daſh of his Fancy; and the Pleaſure he found 
in ſuch wanton Expreſſions, as calling the doing 
of Miracles, The ſhewing of a Trick, did really 
keep him from examining them, with that Care 
which ſuch Things required. 

Fox the Old Teſtament, we are ſo remote from 
that Time, we have ſo little knowledge of the 
Language in which it was writ, have ſo imperfect 
an Account of the Hiſtory of thoſe Ages, know 
nothing of their Cuſtoms, Forms of Speech, and 
the ſeveral Periods they might have, by which 
they reckoned their Time, that it is rather a Won- 
der we ſhould underſtand ſo much of it, than that 
many Paſſages in it ſhould be ſo dark to us. The 
chief Uſe it has to us Chriſtians, is, that from 


Writings which the Jews acknowledge to be dis 


Twi 


vinely inſpired, it is manifeſt the Meſſias was pro- 
miſed before the Deſtruction of their Temple; 
which being done long ago, and theſe Propheſies 
agreeing to our Saviour, and to no other, here is 
a great Confirmation given to the Goſpel, But tho? 
many Things in theſe Books could not be under- 
ſtood by us, who live above 3000 Years after the 
chief of them were written, it is no ſuch ex- 
traordinary Matter. | 

Fox that of the Deſtruction of the Canaanites by 
the Iſraelites, it is to be conſidered, that it God 
had ſent a Plague among them all, that could not 
have been found Fault with. If then God had a 
Right to take away their Lives, without Injuſtice 
or Cruelty, he had a Right to appoint others to 
do it, as well as to execute it by a more imme 
diate Way: And the taking away People by the 
Sword, is a much gentler Way of dying, than to 
be ſmitten with a Plague or a Famine. And for 
the Children that were innocent of their Father's 
Faults, God could in another State make that up 
to them. So all the Difficulty is, Why were the 
Iſraelites commanded to execute a Thing of ſuch 
Barbarity ? But this will not ſeem ſo hard, if we 
conſider that this was to be no Precedent for fu. 
ture Times; ſince they did not do it but upon 
. ſpecial Warrant and Commiſſion from Heaven, 
evidenc'd to all the World by ſuch mighty Mi- 
racles as did plainly ſhew, that they were parti- 
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cularly deſign'd by Gop to be the Executioners 


of his Juſtice. And Gop, by employing them in 
ſo ſevere a Service, intended to poſſeſs them 
with great Horror of Idolatry which was puniſh» 
ed in fo extream a Manner, 

Fox the Rites of their Religion, we can ill 
judge of them, except we perfectly underſtood 
the Idolatries round about them, to which we 
find they were much inelined; fo they were to be 
bent by other Rites to an extream Averſion from 
them: And yet, by the Pomp of many of their 
Ceremonies and Sacrifices, great Indulgences were 


given to a People naturally fond of a viſible 


Splendor in religious Worſhip. In all which, if 


Vue cannot deſcend to ſuch ſatisfactory Anſwers 


in every Particular, as a curious Man would de- 
fire, it is no Wonder, The long Interval of Time, 
and other Accidents, have worn out thoſe Things 
which were neceſſary to give us a clearer Light 
into the Meaning of them. And for the Story of 
the Creation, how far ſome Things in it may be 
parabolical, and how far hiſtorical, has been much 
diſputed : There is nothing in it that may not 
be hiſtorically true. For, if it be acknowledged 
that Spirits can form Voices in the Air, for which 
we heve as good Authority as for any Thing in 
Hiſtory ; then it is no Wonder that Eve, being 
ſo lately created, might be deceived, and think a 
Serpent ſpake to her, when the evil Spirit framed 


the Voice. 


"SY 
Bor in all theſe Things I told him he was in 
the wrong Way, when he examined the Buſineſs 
of Religion by ſome dark Parts of Scripture; 
therefore I deſired him to conſider the whole Con- 
texture of the Chriſtian Religion, the Rules it 
gives, and the Methods it preſcribes. Nothing can 


conduce more to the Peace, Order and Happineſs 


of the World, than to be governed by its Rules. 
Nothing is more for the Interefts of every Man 
in particular: The Rules of Sobriety, Tem - 
perance and Moderation, were the beſt Preſervers 
of Life, and, which was perhaps more, of Health. 
Humility, Contempt of the Vanities of the World, 
and the being well employed, raiſes a Man's Mind 
to a Freedom from the Follies and Temptations 
that haunted the greateſt Part. Nothing was fo 
generous and great as to ſupply the Neceſſities 
of the Poor, and to forgive Injuries. Nothing 
raiſed and maintained a Man's Reputation fo 
much, as to be exactly juſt and merciful ; kind, 
charitable, and compaſſionate. Nothing opened 
the Powers of a Man's Soul fo much as a calm 
Temper, a ſerene Mind, free of Paſſion and Dif- 
orders. Nothing made Societies, Families, and 
Neighbourhoods fo happy, as when theſe Rules 
which the Goſpel preſcribes took Place, of doing 
as we would have others do to us, and loving out 
Neighbours as ourſelves. 

Tur Chriſtian Worſhip was alſo plain and 
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ſimple ; ſuitable to ſo pure a Doctrine. The Cere- 


- monies of it were few and ſignificant, as the Ad- 


miſſion to it by a waſhing with Water, and the 
Memorial of our Saviour's Death in Bread and 
Wine; the Motives in it to perſwade to this Pu · 
rity were ſtrong: That God ſees us, and will 
judge us for all our Actions: That we ſhall be 


for ever happy or miſerable, as we paſs our Lives 


here : The Example of our Saviour's Life, and 


the Experſſions of his Love in dying for us, are 


mighty Engagements to obey and imitate him. 
The plain Way of Expreſſion uſed by our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles, ſhews there was no Artifice, 
where there was ſo much Simplicity uſed : There 
wereno Secrets kept only among the Prieſts, but 
every Thing was open to all Chriſtians : The Re- 
wards of Holineſs are not entirely put over to ano - 
ther State, but good Men are ſpecially bleſt with 
Peace in their Conſciences, great Joy in the Con» 
fidence they have of the Love of Gov, and of ſee- 
ing him for eyer : and often a ſignal Courſe of 
Bleſſings follows them in their whole Lives: But, 
if at other Times Calamities fell on them, theſe 
were ſo much mitigated by the Patience my 
were taught, and the inward Aſſiſtances 
which they were furniſhed, that even thoſe Wo 
ſes were converted to Bleſſings. 

I DEsIRED he would lay all theſe Things to- 
gether, and ſee what he could except to them, to 
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make him think this was a Contrivance. Intereſt 
appears in all human Contrivances. Our Saviour 
plainly had none He avoided Applauſe, withdrew 
himſelf from the Offers of a Crown: He ſubmit- 
ted to Poverty and Reproach, and much Contracti- 
on in his Life, and to a moſt ignominious and 
painful Death. His Apoſtles had none neither; 
they did not pretend either to Power or Wealth, 
but delivered a Doctrine that muſt needs condemn 
them, if they ever made ſuch Uſe of it: They 
declared their Commiſſion fully, without Reſerves 
till other 'Times : They recorded their own 
Weakneſs Some of them wrought with their 
own Hands ; and when they received the Charities 
of their Converts, it was not ſo much to ſupply 
their own Neceſlities, as to diſtribute to others : 
They knew they were to ſuffer much for giving 
their Teſtimonies to what they had ſeen and 
heard; in which ſo many, in a thing ſo viſible, as 
Chriſt's Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, and the Effuſi- 
onofthe Holy Ghoſt which he had promiſed, could 
not be deceived: And they gave ſuch publick 
Confirmations of it, by the Wonders they them- 
. ſelves wrought, that great Multitudes were con- 
verted to a Doctrine, which, beſides the Oppolſitie 
on it gave to Luſt and Paſſion, was born down 
and perſecuted for 300 Years : and yet its Force 

ras ſuch, that it not only weathered out all thoſe 

corms, but even grew and ſpread vaſtly under 

5 H 


them. Pliny, about Se Me Years after, foun$ 
their Numbers great, and their Lives innocent, 
and even Lucian, amidſt all his Raillery, gives a 
high Teſtimony to their Charity and Contempt 
of Life, and the other Virtues of the Chriſtians ; 
which is likewiſe more than once done by Malice 
itſelf, Julian the Apoſtate. 
Ir a man will lay all this in one Balance, and 

compare with it the few Exceptions brought to 
it, he will ſoon find how ſtrong the one, and 
how ſlight the other are: Therefore it was an 
Improper Way to begin at ſome Cavils about 
ſome Paſſages in the New Teſtament, or the 
Old, and from thence to pre· poſſeſs one's Mind 
againſt the whole. The right Method had been 
firſt to conſider the whole Matter, and from fo 
general a View, to deſcend to more particular 
Enquiries : Whereas they ſuffered their Minds to 
be foreſtalled with Prejudices ; ſo that they never 
examined the Matter impartially. x 

To the greateſt Part of this he ſeemed to af: 
ſent, only he excepted to the Belief of Myſteries 
in the Chriſtian Religion ; which he thought no 
Man could do, ſince it is not in a Man's Power to 
believe that which he cannot comprehend, and of 
which he can have no Notion. The believing My- 
ſteries, he ſaid, made way for all the Jugling c 
Prieſts, for they getting the People under the 
in that Point, ſer out to them what they 
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and giving it a hard Name, and callingit a Wyſtery, 
the People were tamed, and eaſily believed it. 

The reſtraining a Man from the Uſe of Women, 
except one in the way of Marriage, and denying 
the Remedy of Divorce, he thought unreaſonable 
Impoſitions on the Freedom of Mankind: And 
the Buſineſs of the Clergy, and their Maintenance, 

with the Belief of ſome Authority and Power 

conveyed in their Orders, looked as he thought, 

like a Piece of Contrivance » And why, ſaid he, 

muſt a Man tell me, I cannot be ſaved, unleſs I 

believe Things againſt my Reaſon, and then that 

I mult pay him for telling me of them? Thele 

were all the Exceptions which at any time I 

heard from him to Criſtianity. To which I made 

theſe Anlwers. 

Fox Myſteries it is plain, there isin every Thing 
ſomewhat that is unaccountable ; how Animals 
or Men are formed in their Mothers Bellies, how 
Seeds grow in the Earth, how the Soul dwells in 
the Body, and acts and moves it; how we retain 


the Figures of ſo many Words or Things in our 


Memories, and how we draw them out ſo eaſily 


and orderly in our Thoughts or Diſcourſes? Ho 


Sight and Hearing were ſo quick and diſtinct, how 
we move, and how Bodies were compounded 
and united? Theſe Things if we follow them 
into all the Difficulties, that we may raiſe about 
them, will appear cvery whit as unacountable as 
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any Myſtery of Religion: And a blind or deaf 


Man would judge Sight or Hearing as incredible, 
as any Myſtery may be judged by us: For our 
Reaſon is not equal to them. In the ſame Rank, 
different Degrees of Age or Capacity, raiſe ſome 
far above others - So that Children cannot fathom 
the Learning, nor weak Perſons the Counſels of 
more illuminated Minds : Therefore it was no 
wonder if we could not underſtand the Divine Eſ- 
ſence: We cannot imagine how two ſuch dif- 
ferent Natures as a Soul and a Body ſhould fo 
unite togethe1, and be mutually affected with one 
anothers Concerns, and how the Soul has one Prin- 
ciple of Reaſon, by which it acts intellectually, 
and another of Life by which it joins to the Body 


and acts vitally ; two Principles fo widely differ- 


ing both in their Nature and Operation, and yet 
united in one and the ſame Perſon. There might 
be as many hard Arguments brought againſt the 
poſlibility of theſe Things, which yet every one 
knows to be true, from ſpeculative Notions, as a- 
gainſt the Myſteriesmentionedin theScriptures. As 
for that of the Trinity, That in one Eſſence there 
are three different Principles of Operation, which, 
for want of terms fit to expreſs them by, we call 
Perſons, and are called in Scripture, The Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt, and that the ſecond of theſe 
did unite himſelf in a moſt intimate Manner with 
the human Nature of Jeſus Chriſt ; and that the 
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Sufferings he underwent, were accepted of God 
as a Sacrifice for our Sins; who thereupon con- 
ferred on him a Power of granting eternal Life 
to all that ſubmit to the I erms on which he of- 
fers it ; and that the Matter of which our Bodies 
once conſiſted, which may be as juſtly called the 


Bodies we lay down at our Deaths, as theſe can 


be ſaid to be the Bodies which we formerly lived 


in, being refined and made more ſpiritual, ſhall be 


reunited to our Souls, and become a fit Inſtru- 


ment for them in a more perfect Eſtate: And 


that God inwardly bends and moves our W. ilis by 
ſuch Impreſſions, as he can make on our Bodies 
and Minds. | 
THesE, which are the chief Myſteries of our 
Religion, are neither ſo unreafonable, that any o- 
ther Objection lies againſt them, but this, that 
they agree not with our common Notions, nor fo 
unaccountable, that ſomewhat like them, cannot 
be aſſigned in other things, which are believed 
really to be, though the Manner of them cannot 
be apprehended. So this ought not to be any juſt 
Objection to the Submiſſion of our Reaſon to 
what we cannot ſo well conceive, provided our 
Belief of it be well grounded. There have been 
too many Niceties brought indeed, rather to dark 
en than explain theſe : They have been defend- 
ed by weak Arguments, and illuſtrated by Similies 
not always ſo very apt and pertinent; and new 
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| Subtilties have been added, which have rather pet» 


plexed than cleared them. All this cannot be de- 
nied; the Oppoſition of Hereticks anciently, oc- 
caſioned too much Curioſity among the Fathers: 


W hich the School. men have wonderfully advanc- 
ed of late Times. But if Myſteries were received, 


rather in the Simplicity in which they are deliver- 
ed in the Scriptures, than according to the De- 
ſcantings of fanciful Men upon them, they would 
not appear much more incredible, than ſome of 
the common Objects of Senſe and Perception. 
And it is a needleſs Fear, that if ſome Myſteries are 
acknowledged, which are plainly mentioned in 
the New-Teſtament ; it will then be in the Power 
of the Prieſts to add more at their Pleaſure. For 
it is an abſurd Inference from our being bound to 
aſſent to ſome Truths about the Divine Eſſence, 
of which the manner is not underſtood, to argue 
that therefore in an Object preſented duly to our 
Senſes, ſuck as Bread and Vine, we ſhould be 


bound to believe againſt their Teſtimony, that it 


is not what our Senſes perceive jt to be, but the 
whole Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt ; an entire Body 


being in every Crumb and Drop of it. It is not in- 
deed in a Man's Power to believe thus againſt his 


Senſe and Reaſon, where the Object is propor- 
tioned to them, and fitly applicd, and the Organs 
are under no Indiſpoſition or Diforder. It is cer- 
tain, that no Myſtery is to be admitted, but vpon 
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very clear and expreſs Authorities from Scrips 


ture, which could not reaſonably be underſtood 
in any other Senſe. And though a Man cannot 
form an explicite Notion of a Myſtery, for then 
it would be no longer a Myſtery, yet in general he 
may believe a Thing to be, though he cannot 
give himſelf a particular Account of the Way of 
it: Or rather though he cannot anſwer ſome Ob- 
jections which lie againft it. We know we believe 
many ſuch in human Matters which are more with- 
in our reach: And it is very unreaſonable to ſay, 
we may not do it in divine Things which are 
much more above our Apprehenſions. 

Fox the ſevere Reſtraint of the Uſe of Women, 
it is hard to deny that Privilege to Jeſus Chriſt as 


a Law-giver, to lay ſuch Reſtraints, as all inferior 


Legiſlators do; who when they find the Liberties 
their Subjects take, prove hurtful to them, ſet 
ſuch Limits, and make ſuch Regulations, as they 
judge neceſſary and expedient. It cannot be faid, 
but the Reſtraint of Appetite is neceſſary in ſome 
Inſtances : And if it is neceſſary in theſe, perhaps 
other Reſtraints are no leſs neceflary, to fortify 
and ſecure them. For if it be acknowledged that 
Men have a Property in their Wives and Daugb- 
ters, ſo that to defile the one, or corrupt the 
other, is an unjuſt and injurious Thing; it is cer- 
tain, that except a Man carefully governs his Ap- 
petites, he will break through theſe Reſtraints ; 
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And therefore, our Saviour knowing, that nothing 


could ſo effectually deliver the World from the 
Miſchief of unreſtrained Appetite, as ſuch a Con- 
finement, might very reaſonably enjoin it. And in 
all ſuch Caſes, we are to balance the Inconveni- 
ences on both Hands, and where we find they 
are heavieſt, we are to acknowledge the Equity 
of the Law. On the one Hand there is no Pre- 
judice, but the Reſtraint of Appetite ; On the 
other, are the Miſchiefs of being given up to Plea» 
ſure, of running inordinately into it, of breaking the 


quiet of our own Family at home, and of others 


abroad: The engaging igto much Paſſion, the do- 
ing many falſe and impious Things to compaſs 
what is deſired, the waſte of Mens Eſtates, Time, 
and Health. Now let any Man judge, whether 

the Prejudices on this Side, are not greater, 
than that ſingle one of the other Side, of being 
denied ſome Pleaſure? For Polygamy, it is but 
reaſonable, ſince Women are equally concerned 


in the Laws of Marriage, that they ſhould be 


conſidered as well as Men: but in a ſtate of 
Polygamy, they are under great Miſery and Jea- 


louſiy, and are indeed barbarouſly uſed. Man be- 


ing alſo of a ſociable Nature, Friendſhip and Con- 


verſe were among the primitive Intendments of 


Marriage, in which as far as the Manmayexcelthe 
Wife in greatneſs of Mind, and height of Know- 
ledge, the Wife ſomeway makes that up with her 


. 

Affection and tender Care: So that from both 
happily mixed, there ariſes a Harmony, which is 
to virtuous Minds one of the greateſt Joys of 
Life: But all this is gone in a State of Polygamy, 
which occaſions perpetual Jarrings and Jealouſies. 
And the Variety does but engage Men to a freer 
Range of Pleaſure, which is not to be put in the 
Balance with the far greater Miſchiefs that muſt 
follow the other Courſe. So that it isplain, our Sa- 
viour conſidered the Nature of Man, what it could 
bear, and what was fit for it, when he ſo reſtrained 
us in theſe ourLiberties. And for Divorce, a Power 
to break that Bond would too much encourage 
married Perſons in the little quarrellings that may 
riſe between them; if it were in their Power to 
depart one from another. For when they know 
that cannot be, and that they muſt live and die 
together, it does naturally incline them to lay 
down their Reſentments, and to endeavour to live 
as well together as they can. So the Law of the 
Goſpel being a Law of Love, deſigned to engage 
Chriſtians to mutual Love; it was fit that all ſuch 
Provſions ſhould be made, as might advance and 
maintain it: And all ſuch Liberties be taken a- 
way, as are apt to enkindle or foment Strife. This 
might fall in ſome Inſtances to be uneaſy and hard 
enough, but Laws conſider what falls out moſt 
commoniy, and cannot provide for all particular 


Caſes. The beſt Laws are in ſome Inſtances very 
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15 1. 
great Grievances. Bat dhe Advantages being ba- 
lanced with the Inconveniencies, Meaſures are to 
be taken accordingly. Upon this whole Matter 1 
ſaid, That Pleaſure ſtood in Oppoſition to other 
Conſiderations of great Weight, and fo the Deci- 


ſion was eaſy. And ſince our Saviour offers fo 


great Rewards it is but reaſonable he have a Pri- 
viledge of loading theſe Promiſes with ſuch Con- 
ditions, as are not in themſelves grateful to our 
natural Inclinations, for all that propoſe high Re- 
wards,” have thereby a — to exact difficult 
Performances. 

To this he ſaid, We are 1. the Terms are 
difficult, but are not ſo ſure of the Rewards. Upon 
this I told him, That we have the ſame Aſſurance 
of the Rewards, that we have of the other Parts 


of the Chriſtian Religion. We have the Promiſes 


of God made to us by Chriſt, confirmed by many 
Miracles. We have the Earneſts of theſe, in the 


Quiet and Peace which follows a good Conſci- 


ence; and in the Reſurrection of Him from the 
dead, who hath promiſed to raiſe usup. So that the 
Reward is ſufficiently aſſured to us: And there 
is no Reaſon i it ſhould be given to us, before the 
Conditions are performed, on which the Promiſes 
are made. It is but reaſonable that we ſhould truſt 
God. and do our Duty, in hopes of that eternal 
Life which Cod who cannot lie, hath promiſed. The 
Difficulties are not ſo great, as thoſe which ſome- 


e 


times the commoneſt Concerns of Life bring upon 
us: The learning ſome Trades or Sciences, the 
governing our Health and Affairs, bring us often 
under as great Straits. So that it ought to be no juſt 
Prejudice, that there are ſome Things in Religion 
that are uneaſy, ſince this is rather the Effect of 
our corrupt Natures, which are farther deprav'd 
by vicious Habits, and can bardly turn to any new 
Courſe of Life, without ſome Pain, than of the 
Dictates of Chriſtianity, which are in themſelves 
juſt and reaſonable, and will be eaſy to us when 
renew'd, and in a good Meaſure reſtor'd to our 
primitive Integrity. 

As for the Exceptions he had to the Mainte- 
nance of the Clergy, and the Authority to which 
they pretended; if they ſtretched their Deſigns 
too far, the Goſpel did plainly reprove them for 
it: So that it was very ſuitable to that Church 
| which was ſo groſly faulty this Way, t to take the 
- Scriptures out of the Hands of the People, ſince 
they do ſo manifelily diſclaim all ſuch Practices. 
The Prieſts of the true Chriſtian Religion have 
no Secrets among them, which the World muſt 
: not know, but are only an Order, of Mea dedicat- 
; ed to God, to attend on ſacred Things, who 
ought to be holy in a more peculiar manner, ſince 
they are to handle the Things of God. It was 
neceſſary that ſuch Perſons ſhould . bave a due 
Eſteem paid them, and a fit Maintenance appoint» 
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L 60 J 
ed for chem: That ſo they might be preſerved 
from the Contempt that follows Poverty, and the 
Diſtractions which the providing againſt it might 
other ways involve them in: And as in the Order 
of the World, it was neceſſary for the Support of 
Magiſtracy and Government, and for preſerving 
its Eſteem, that ſome State be uſed (though it is 
a Happineſs when great Men have Philoſophical 
Minds, to deſpiſe the Pageantry of it.) So the 
plentiful Supply of the Clergy, if well uſed and 
applied by them, will certainly turn to the 
Advantage of Religion. And if ſome Men cither 
through Ambition or Covetouſneſs uſed indirect 


Means, or ſervile Compliances to aſpire to ſuch 


Dignities, and being poſſeſſed of them, applied 
their Wealth either to Luxury or vain Pomp, or 
made great Fortunes out of it for their Families; 
theſe were perſonal Failings in which the Doctrine 
of Chriſt was not concerned. 

He upon that told me plainly, there was no- 
thing that gave him, and many others, a more 
ſecret Enconragement in their ill Ways, than, 
that thoſe who pretended to believe, lived ſo, that 
they could not be thought to be in Earneſt when 


they faid it : For he was ſure Religion was either 


a meer Contrivance, or the moſt important Thing 
that could be So that it he once believed, he 
would ſet himſelf in great Earneſt to live ſuitably 
to it. TheAſpirings that he had obſerved at Court, 


19 
of ſome of the Clergy, with the ſervile Ways 
they took to attain to Preferment, and the Ani - 
moſities among thoſe of ſeveral Parties, about 
Trifles, made him often think they ſuſpected the 
Things were not true, which in their Sermons and 
Diſcourſes they ſo earneſtly recommended. Of this 
he had gathered many Inſtances ; 1 knew ſome 
of them were Miſtakes and Caluinnies; yet I 
could not deny but ſomething of them might be 
too true: And I publiſh this the more freely, to 
put all that pretend to Religion, chiefly thole that 
are dedicated to holy Functions, in Mind of the 
great Obligation that lies on them to live ſuitably 
to their Profeſſion: Since other wiſe a great deal 
of the Irreligion and Atheiſm that is among us, 
may too juſtly be charged on them: For wicked 
Men are delighted out of Meaſure when they dit. 
cover ill Things in them, and conclude rom 
thence not only that they are Hypoctites, but that 
Religion itſelf is a Cheat. 

Bur I ſaid to him upon this Head, that though 
no good Man could continue in the Practice of 
any known Sin, yet ſuch might, by the Violence 
or Surpriſe of a Temptation, to which they are 
liable as much as others, be of a ſudden overcome 
to do an ill Thing, to their great Grief all their 
Life after. And then it was a very injuſt Infer- 
ence, upon ſome few Failings, to conclude that 
ſuch Men do not believe themſelves. But how 
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there are alſo many both of the Clergy and Laity, 
who give great and real Demonſtrations of 
the Power Religion has over them ; in their Con- 
tempt of the World, the Strictneſs of their Lives, 


their Readineſs to forgive Injuries, to relieve the 


Poor, and to do good on all Occaſions; and yet 
even theſe may have their Failings, either in ſuch 
Things wherein their Conſtitutions are weak, or 
their Temptations ſtrong and ſudden: And in all 


ſuch Caſes we are to judge of Men, rather by the 


Courſe of their Lives, than by the Errors, that 
they through Infirmity or Surprize may have ſlipt 
into. | 


Tus were the chief Heads we diſcourſed 
on; and as far as I can remember, I have faith- 


fully repeated the Subſtance of our Arguments? 
I have not concealed the ſtrongeſt Things he ſaid 
to me, but though I have not enlarged on all the 
Excurſions of his Wit in ſetting them off, yet I 
have given them their full Strength, as he expreſ- 
ſed them; and as far as I could recollect, have 


uſed his own Words: So that I am afraid ſome 


may cenſure me for ſetting down theſe Things 


ſo largely, which impious Men may make an ill 


uſe of, and gather together to encourage and de- 
fend themſelves in their Vices: But if they will 
compare them with the Anſwers made to them, 


and the Senſe that ſo great and refined a Wit had 


bad ſoever many are, it cannot be denied but 
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of them afterwards, I hope they may through the 
Bleſſing of God be not altogether ineffectual. 

THe Iſſue of all our Diſcourſes was this, he 
told me, He ſaw Vice and Impiety were as con- 
trary to Human Society, as wild Beaſts let looſe 
would be; and therefore he firmly reſolved to 
change the whole Method of his Life : to become 
ſtrictly juſt and true, to be chaſte and temperate, 
to forbear Swearing and Irreligious Diſcourſe, to 
worſhip and pray to his Maker: And that though 
he was not arrived at a full Perſwaſion of Chriſtie 
anity, he would never employ his wit more to 
run it down, or to corrupt others. 

Or which I have ſince a further Aſſurance, 
from a Perſon of Quality, who converſed much 
with him, the laſt Year of his Life; to whom he 
would often ſay, That he was happy, if he did be- 

| lieve, and that he would never endeavour to draw 
him from it 
4 To all this I anſwered, That a virtuous Life 
would be very uneaſy to him, unleſs vicious In- 
clinations were removed : It would otherwiſe be 
a perpetual Conſtraint. Nor could it be effected 
without an inward Principle to change him; and 
that was only to be had by appling himſelf to God 
for it in frequent and earneſt Prayers And 1 was 
ſure if his Mind were once cleared of theſe Dif. 
orders and cured of thoſe Diſtempers, which Vice 


brought on it, fo great an Underſtanding would 
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Fon ſee through all thoſe flights of Wit, that do 
feed Atheiſm and Irreligion ; which have a falſe 
Glittering in them. that dazzle ſome weak-ſighted 
Minds, who have not Capacity enough to pene- 
trate further than the Surfaces of Things ; and 
ſo they ſtick in theſe Toils, which the Strength of 
his Mind would ſoon break through, if it were 
once freed from thoſe Things that depreſſed and 
darkened it. 

Ar this Paſs he was when he went from London, 
about the Beginning of April. He had not been 
long in the Country when he thought he was fo 
well, that being to go to his Eſtate in Somerſet/hire 
he rode thither Poſt. This Heat and violent Mo- 


tion did fo inflame an Ulcer, that was in his Blad- 


der, that it raiſed a very great Pain in thoſe Parts: 
Yet he with much Difficulty came back by Coach 
to the Lodge at 7ood/tock-Park He was then 
wounded both in body and Mind: He underſtood 
Phyſick and his own Conſtitution and Diſtemper 
ſo well, that he concluded he could hardly re- 
cover For the Ulcer broke, and vaſt Quantities 
of purulent Matter paſt with his Urine. But now 
the Hand of God touched him, and as he told me, 
It was not only a general dark Melancholy over 
his Mind, ſuch as he had formerly felt ; but a 


moſt penetrating cutting Sorrow - So that tho? in 
his Body he ſuffered extream Pain for ſome 


Weeks, yet the Agonies of his Mind ſometimes 
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ſwallowed up the Senſe of what he felt in his 
Body. He told me, and gave it me in Charge, to 
tell it to one for whom he was much concerned, 


That tho' there were nothing to come after this 


Life, yet all the Pleaſures he had ever known in 
Sin, were not worth that Torture he had felt in 
his Mind. He conſidered he had not only neglect. 
ed and diſhonoured, but had openly defied his 
Maker, and had drawn many others into the like 
Impieties : So that he looked on himſelf as one 
that was in great Danger of being damn'd. He 


then ſet himſelf wholly to turn to God unfeigned- 


ly, and to do all that was poſlible in that little Re- 
mainder of his Life which was before him, to re- 
deem thoſe great Portions of it, that he had for- 
merly fo ill employed. The Miniſter that atten» 
ded conſtantly on him, was that good and worthy 
Man Mr. Parſons, his Mother's Chaplain, who 
hath ſince his Death preached, according to the 
Directions he received from him, his Funeral Ser- 
mon: in which there are ſo many remarkable 
Paſſages, that I ſhall refer my Reader to them, and 
will repeat none of them here, that I may not 
thereby leſſen his Deſire to edify himſelf by that 
excellent Diſcourſe, which has given ſo great and 
ſo general a Satisfaction to all good and judicious 
Readers. I ſhall ſpeak curſorily of every Thing, 

but that which I had immediately from himſelf. 

He was viſited every 8 of his Sickneſs by his 
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66 1 
Dioceſan, that truly Primitive Prelate, the Lord 
Biſhop of Oxford; who tho' he lived fix Miles 
from him, yet looked on this as ſo important 
a Piece of his Paſtoral Care, that he went often 
to him, and treated him with that decent Plain- 
neſs and Freedom which is ſo natural to him ; and 
took Care alſo that he might not on Terms more 
caſy than ſafe, be at Peace with himſelf. Dr. 
Marſhall the Learned and Worthy Rector of Lin- 


coln College in Oxford, being the Miniſter of the 
Pariſh, was alfo frequently with him- And by 
theſe Helps he was fo directed and ſupported, 
that he might not on the one Hand ſatisfy him - 


other Hand be out of Meaſure oppreſſed with a 
Sorrow without Hope. Aſſoon as I heard he was 
ill, but yet in ſuch a Condition that I might write 
to him, I wrote a Letter to the beſt Purpoſe I 
could. He ordered one that was then with him, 


to aſſure me it was very welcome to him: But 


not ſatisfied with that, he ſent me an Anſwer, 
which, as the Counteſs of Rocheſter his Mother 
told me, he dictated every Word, and then ſigned 
it. I was once unwilling to have publiſhed it, be- 
cauſe of aCompliment init to myſelf, far above my 
Merit, and not very well ſuiting with his Condition. 

Bur the Senſe he expreſſes in it of the Change 
then wrought on him, hath upon ſecond 
Thoughts prevail'd with me to publiſh it, leaving 
out what concerns mylelf. 


felf with too ſuperficial a Repentance, nor on the / 
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Mood ſtocł. Parł, 
June 25. 168 0. Oxfordſhire. 


My moſt honoured Dr. BuxxErr, 


« Mr Spirits and Body decay ſo equally to- 
e gether, that I ſhall write you a Letter as weak 
as I am in Perſon. I begin to value Church-men 
„above all Men in the World, &c. If God be 
yet pleaſed to ſpare me longer in this World, I 
* hope in your Converſation to be exalted to that 
Degree of Piety, that the World may ſee how 
much I abhor what I ſo long loved, and how 
% much I glory in Repentance, and in God's Ser- 
* vice. Beſtow your Prayers upon me, that God 
would ſpare me (if it be his good Will) to ſhew a 
* true Repentance and Amendment of Life for 
« the Time to come Or elſe if the Lord plea- 
* ſeth to put an End to my worldly Being now, 
* that he would mercifully accept of my Death- 
* bed Repentance, and perform that Promiſe that 
© he hath been pleaſed to make, That at what 
& Time ſoever a Sinner doth repent, he will receive 
him. Put up theſe Prayers, Moſt dear Doctor, 
* to Almghty God for your moſt obedient and 
« languiſhing Servant. 
ROCHESTER» 
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Hx told me when I ſaw him, That he hop'd | 


J would come to him upon that general Inſinu- 
ation of the Deſire he had of my Company ; and 
he was loth to write more plainly, not knowing 
whether I could eafily ſpare ſo much Time. I told 
him, That on the other Hand, I looked on it as 
a Preſumption to come ſo far, when he was in 
ſuch excellent Hands; and tho? perhaps the Free- 
dom formerly between us, might have excuſed it 
with thoſe to whom it was known ; yet it might 
have the Appearance of ſo much Vanity, to ſuch 


as were Strangers to it; ſo that till I received his 


Letter, I did not think it convenient to come to 
him : And then not hearing that there was any 
Danger of a ſudden Change, I delayed going to 
him till the Twentieth of July. At my coming to 
his Houſe an Accident fell out not worth mention- 
ing, but that ſome have made a Story of it. His 
Servant, being a Frenchman, carried up my Name 
wrong, ſo that he miſtook it for another, who 
had ſent to him, that he would undertake his 
Cure, and he being reſolved not to meddle with 
him, did not care to ſee him. This Miſtake laſted 
ſome Hours, with which I was the better conteꝑt- 
ed, becauſe he was not then in ſuch a Condition, 
that my being about him could have been of any 
uſe to him: for that Night was like to have been 
his laſt. He had a Convulſion Fit, and raved ; but 
Opiates being given bim, after ſome Hours Reſt, 
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his Raving left him, = entirely, that it never 
again return'd to him. 

I cannor eaſily expreſs the Tranſport he was 
in, when he awoke and ſaw me by him: He brake 
out in the tendereſt Expreſſions concerning my 
Kindneſs in coming fo far to fee ſuch a one, uſing 
Terms of great Abhorrence concerning himſelf, 
which I forbear to relate. He told me, as his 
Strength ſerved him.at ſeveral Snatches, for he 
was then ſo low, that he could not hold up Diſ- 
courſe long at once, what Senſe he had of his paſt 


Life; what ſad Apprehenſion for having ſo of- 


fended his Maker, and diſhonoured his Redeemer ; 
what Horrors he had gone through, and how 
much his Mind was turned to call on God, and 
on his Crucified Saviour : So that he hoped he 
ſhould obtain Mercy, for he believed he had ſin- 
cerely repented ; and had now a Calm in his Mind 
after that Storm that he had been in for ſome 
Weeks. He had ſtrong Apprehenſions and Per- 
ſwaſions of his Admittance to Heaven ; of which 
he ſpake once not without ſome extraordinary 
Emotion. It was indeed the only Time that he 


ſpake with any great Warmth to me - For his 


Spirits were then low, and fo far ſpent, that tho? 
thoſe about him told me, He had expreſſed for- 
merly great Fervour in his Devotions yet Nature 
was lo much ſunk, that theſe were in a great mea- 
ſure fallen off. But he made me pray often wit]: 
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him ; and ſpoke of his Converſion to God as a 
Thing now grown up in him to a ſettled and calm 
Serenity. He was very anxious to know my O- 
pinion of a Death bed Kepentance. I told him, That 
before I gave any Reſolution in that, it would be 
convenient that I ſhould be acquainted more par- 
ticularly with the Circumſtances and Progrels of 
his Repentance. 

Ueoꝝ this he ſatisfied me in many Particulars. 
He ſaid, He was now perſwaded both of the 


Truth of Chrift;anity, and of the Power of inward 


Grace, of which he gave me this ſtrange Account. 
He ſaid, Mr. Parſons, in order to his Conviction, 
read to him the 53. Chapter of the Propheſy of 
Jſuiab, and compared that with the Hiſtory of 
our Saviour's Paſſion, that he might there ſee a 
Propheſy concerning it, written many Ages be- 
fore it was done; which the eus that blaſphem- 
ed Jeſus Chriſt ſtill kept in their Hands, as a Book 
divinely inſpired. He ſaid to me, 7 hat as he heard 
it read, he felt an inward Force upon him, which 
did fo enlighten his Mind, and convince him, that 
he could reſiſt it no longer: For the Wards had an 
Authority which did ſhoot like Rays or Beams in 
his mind; ſo that ke was not only convinced by the 
Reaſinings he kad about it, which ſatisfied his Un- 
derſtanding, but by a Power which did ſo e ffectually 
conſtrain kim, that he did ever after as firmly be- 
lieve in kis Savior, as if le lad ſeen lim in ile 
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Clouds. He had made it be read fo often to him; 
that he had got it dy Heart; and went through 
a great Part of it in Diſcourſe with me, with a 
Sort of heavenly Pleaſure, giving me his Reflec- 
tions on it. Some few I remember, ver. 1. V 
hath believed our Report? © Here, he ſaid, was 
* forctold the Oppoſition the Goſpel was to meet 
ce with from ſuch Wretches as he was.“ Ver. 2. 
He hath no Form nor Comelineſs, and when we ſhall 


ſee him, there is no Beauty that we ſhould deſire 


him. On this he ſaid , © The Meanneſs of his Ap- 
* pearance and Perſon has made vain and fool- 
* iſh People diſparage him, becauſe he came not 
* in ſuch a Fools-coat as they delight in.” What 
he ſaid on the other Parts I do not well remem- 


ber: And indeed I was ſo affected with what he 


ſaid then to me, that the general Tranſport 1 was 
under during the whole Diſcourſe, made me leſs 
capable to remember theſe Particulars, as I wiſh 
I had done. 

Hr told me, That he had thereupon received 
the Sacrament with great Satisfaction, and that 


was increaſed by the Pleaſure he had in his Lady's 


receiving it with him, who had been for ſome 


Tears miſled in the Communion of the Church of 
Rome; and he himſelf had been not a little inſtru- 


mental in procuring it, as he freely acknowledged. 
So that it was one of the joyfulleſt Things that 
befel him in his Sickneſs, that he had ſeen that 
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Miſchief removed, in which he had fo great a 
Hand : And during his whole Sickneſs, he expreſ- 
ſed ſo much Tenderneſs and true Kindneſs to his 
Lady, that as it eaſily defaced the Remembrance 
of every Thing wherein he had been in Fault for- 
merly, ſo it drew from her the moſt paſſionate 
Care and Concern for him that was poſlible ; 
which indeed deſerves a higher Character than is 
decent to give of a Perſon yet alive. But I ſhall 
confine my Diſcourſe to the Dead. 

HE told me, He had overcome all his Reſent- 
ments to all the World; fo that he bore III-will 
to no Perſon, nor hated any upon perſonal Ac- 
counts. He had given a true State of his Debts, 
and had ordered to pay them all, as far as his 


 Eftate:that was not ſettled, would go: And was 


confident, that if all that was owing to him were 
paid to his Executors, his Creditors would be all 
ſatisfied. He ſaid, He found his Mind nowpoſſeſſed 
with another Senſe of Things, than ever he had 
formerly. He did not repine under all his Pain, 


and in one of the ſharpeſt Fits he was under while 


I was with him, he ſaid, He did willingly ſubmit ; 
and looking up to Heaven, he ſaid, God's holy ill 
be done; 1bleſs him for all he does to me. He pro- 
feſſed he was contented either to die or live, as 
ſhould pleaſe God: And tho? it was a fooliſh 
Thing for a Man to pretend to chooſe, Whether 
he would die or live, yet he wiſhed rather to die. 
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He knew he could never be ſo well, that Life 


| ſhould be comfortable to him. He was confident 


he ſhould be happy if he died, but he feared if he 
lived he might relapſe - And then ſaid he to me, 
In what a Condition ſhall The, if I relapſe after all 
this? But he ſaid, he truſted in the Grace and 
Goodneſs of God, and was reſolved to avoid all 
thoſeTemptations, that Courſe of Life, and Company, 
that was likely to inſnare him e And he deſired to 
live on no other Account, but that he might by the 
Change of his Manners ſome Way take off the high 
Scandal tis former Behaviour had given. All theſe 
Things at ſeveral Times I had from him, beſides 
ſome Meſſages, which very well became a dying 
Penitent, to ſome of his former Friends, and a 
Charge to publiſh any Thing concerning him, that 
might be a Mean to reclaim others; praying Cod, 
that as his Life had done much Hurt, ſo his Death 
might do ſome Good. 

Havins underſtood all theſe Things from 
him, and being preſſed to give him my Opinion 
plainly about his eternal State, I told him, that 
tho? the Promiſes of the Goſpel did all depend 
upon a real Change of Heart and Life, as the in- 
diſpenſable Condition upon which they were 
made; and that it was ſcarce poſſible to know 
certainly whether our Hearts are changed, unleſs 
it appeared in our Lives; and the Repentance of 
moſt dying Men, being like the Howlings of con- 
L 
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demned Priſoners for Pardon, which flowed from 
no Senſe of their Crimes, but from the Horror 
of approaching Death ; there was little Reaſon 
to encourage any to hope much from ſuch Sor- 
rowing : Yet certainly, if the Mind of a Sinner, 
even on a Death-bed, be truly renewed and turn- 
ed to God, ſo great is his Mercy, that he will 
receive him, even in that Extremity. He ſaid, 


He was ſure his Mind was entirely turned, and tho 


Horror had given him his firſt awaking, yet that 
was now grown up into a ſettled Faith and Conver- 
ſion. 
FTuxxx is but one Prejudice lies againſt all 
this, to defeat the good Ends of divine Providence 
by it upon others, as well as on himſelf; and that 
is, that it was a Part of his Diſeaſe, and that the 
Lowneſs of his Spirits made ſuch an Alteration 
in him, that he was not what he had formerly 
been : and this ſome have carried fo far as to ſay, 
that he died mad. Theſe Reports are raiſed by 
thoſe who are unwilling that the laſt Thoughts or 
Words of a Perſon every Way fo extraordinary, 
ſhould have any Effect either on themſelves or 
others: And it is to be feared, that ſome have ſo 
far ſeared their Conſciences, and exceeded the 
common Meaſures of Sin and Infidelity, that nei» 
ther this Teſtimony, nor one coming from the 
Dead, would ſignify much towards their Convic- 
tion. That this Lord was either mad or ſtupid, 
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is a Thing fo notoriouſly untrue, that it is the 
greateſt Impudence for any that were about him 
to report it; and a very unreaſonable Credulity 
in others to believe it. All the while I was with 
him, after he had ſlept out the Diſorder of the 
Fit he was in the firſt Night, he was not only with. 
out Ravings ; but had a Clearneſs in his Thoughts, 
in his Memory, in his Reflections on Things and 
Perſons, far beyond what I ever ſaw in a Perſon 
ſo low in his Strength. He was not able to hold 
out long in Diſcourſe, for his Spirits failed: but 
once for Half an Hour, and often for a Quarter 
of an Hour, after he awakened, he had a Vivacity 
in his Diſcourſe that was extraordinary, and in all 
Things like himſelf. He called often tor his Chil- 
dren, his Son the now Earl of Rocheſter, and his 
three Daughters, and ſpake to them with a Senſe 
and Feeling that cannot be expreſſed in Writing, 
He called me once to look on them all, and ſaid, 
See how good Cod has been to me, in giving me ſo 
many Bleſſings, and I have carried myſelf to him 
like an ungracious and unthankjul Dog. He once 
talked a great deal to me of publick Affairs, and 
of many Perſons and Things, with the ſame Clear- 
neſs of Thought and Expreſlion, that he had ever 


done before. So that by no Sign, but his W eak- 


neſs of Body, and giving over Diſcourſe ſo ſoon, 
could I perceive a Difference between what his 
Parts formerly were, and what they were then, 
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An that wherein the Preſence of his Mind 
appeared moſt, was in the total Change of an ill 
Habit grown ſo much upon him, that he could 
hardly govern himſelf, when he was any ways 
heated, three Minutes, without falling into it; I 
mean Swearing. He had acknowledged to me the 
former Winter, that he abhorred it as a baſe and 
indecent Thing, and had ſet himſelf much to 
break it off; but he confeſſed, that he was ſo 
over-power'd by that ill Cuſtom, that he could not 
ſpeak with any Warmth, without repeated Oaths, 
which, upon any Sort of Provocation, came al- 
moſt naturally from him : But in his iaſt Remorſes 
this did fo ſenſibly affect him, that, by a reſolute 
and conſtant W atchfulneſs, the Habit of it was 
perfectly maſter'd ; ſo that, upon the Returns of 
Pain which were very ſevere and frequent upon 
him the laft Day I was with him, or upon ſuch 
Diſpleaſures as People ſick or in Pain are apt to 
take of a ſudden at thoſe about them : On all theſe 
Occaſions he never ſwore an Oath all the while I 
was there. 

Once he was offended with the Delay of one 
that he thought made not Haſte enough, with 
ſomewhat he called for, and ſaid, in alittle Heat, 
That damned Fellow. Soon after, I told him, 1 was 
glad to find his Style fo reformed, and that he had 
ſo entirly overcome that ill Habit of Swearing ; 
only that Word of calling any damned, which 


CT 1 
had returned upon him, was not decent. His An? 


ſwer was, Ch that Language of Fiends, which was 

fo familiar to me, hangs yet about me; ſure none 
has deſerved more to be damned than I have done. 
And atter he had humbly asked Gop Pardon for 
it, he deſired me to call the Perſon to him, that he 
might ask him Forgiveneſs : But I told him that 
was needleſs; for he had ſaid it of one that did not 
hear it, and ſo could not be offended by it. 

In this Diſpoſition of Mind did he continue 
all the while I was with him, four Days together. 
He was then brought ſo low, that all Hope ot Re- 
covery wasgone. Muchpurulent Matter came from 
him with his Urine, which he paſſed always with 
ſome Pain; but one Day with unexpreſlible Tor- 
ment : yet he bore it decently, without breaking 
out into Repinings, or impatient Complaints. He 
imagined he had a Stone in his Paſlage, but it be- 
ing ſearched, none was found, The wholeSubſtance 
of his Body was drained by the Ulcer, and nothing 
Vas left bur Skin and Bone; and by lying much 
on his Back the Parts there began to mortify. But 
he had been formerly ſo low, that he ſeemed as 
much paſt all Hopes ot Lite as now ; which made 
him one Morning, after a full and ſweet Nights 
Reſt procured by Laudanum, given him without 
his Knowledge, to fancy it was an Effort of Na- 
ture, and to begin to entertain ſome Hopes of 
Recovery - For he ſaid, He felt himſelf perfectly 
well, and that he had nothing ailing him, but an 


L 78 

extream Weakneſs, which might go off in Time; 
and then he entertained me with the Scheme he 
Had laid down for the reſt of his Life, how retired, 
how {trift, and how ſtudious he intended to be. 
But this was ſoon over; for he quickly felt that 
it was only the Effect of a good Sleep, and that 
he was {till in a very deſperate State. 

I THOUGHT to have left him on Friday, but not 
without ſome Paſſion; he deſired me to ſtay that 
Day. There appeared no Symptoms of preſent 
Death; and a worthy Phyſician then with him, 
told me, that tho? he was ſo low that an Accident 
might carry him away on a ſudden ; yet without 
that, he thought he might live yet ſome Weeks. So, 
on Saturday at Four of the Clock in the Morning, 
J left him, being the 24th of July. But I durſt not 
take Leave of him; for he had expreſſed ſo great 
an Unwillingneſs to part with me the Day before, 
that if I had not preſently yielded to one Day's Stay, 
it was like to have given him ſome I rouble; 
therefore I thought it better to leave him without 
any Formality. Some Hours after, he asked for 
me; and when it was told him, I was gone, he 
ſeemed to be troubled, and ſaid, Has my Friend left 
me? then I. ſhall die ſhcrily. After that he ipake but 
once or twice till he died: e lay much ſilent. Once 
they heard him praying verydevoutly: And on Mon. 
Aay about Two of the Clock in the Morning, he di- 

£d, without any Convulſion, or ſo much as a Groan. 
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THE CONCLUSTON. 


HUS he lived, and thus he died in the Three 

and thirtieth Year of his Age. Nature had 
fitted him for great Things, and his Knowledge 
and Obſervation qualified him to have been one 
of the moſt extraordinary Men, not only of his 
Nation, but of the Age he lived in. AndI do 
verily believe, that if Gop had thought fit to have 
continued him longer in the World, he had been 
the Wonder and Delight of all that knew him. 
But the infinitely wiſe Gop knew better what 
was fit for him, and what the Age deſerved, For 
Men who have ſo caſt off all Senſe of Gop and 
Religion, deſerve not fo ſignal a Bleſſing, as the 
Example and Conviction which the reſt of his Life 
might have given them. And 1 am apt to think, 
that the divine Goodneſs took Pity on him, and 
ſeeing the Sincerity of his Repentance, would try 
and venture him no more in Circumſtances of 
Temptation, perhaps too hard for human Frail - 
ty. Now he is at Reſt, and I am very confident 
enjoys the Fruits of his late, but ſincere Repen- 
rance- But ſuch as live, and ſtill go on in their 
Sins and Impieties, and will not be awakened 
neither by this, nor the other Alarms that are 
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about their Ears, are, it ſeems, given up by Gov 
to a judicial Hardneſs and Impenitency. 

Here is a publick Inſtance of One who lived 
of their Side, but could not die of it : And though 
none of all our Libertines underſtood better than 
he, the ſecret Myſteries of Sin, had more ſtudied 
every Thing that could ſupport a Man in it, and 
had more reſiſted all external Means of Convie- 
tion than he had done; yet when the Hand of 
God inwardly touched him, he could ho longer 
kick againſt thoſe Pricks, but humbled himſelf under 
that Mighty Hand, and as he uſed often to ſay in 
his Prayers, He who had ſooften denied him, found 

then no other Shelter, but his Mercies and Com- 
© paſſion. | a 
{ nave written this Account with all the Ten- 
derneſs and Caution I could uſe, and in whatſo- 
ever I may have failed, I have been ſtrict in the 
Truth of what I have related, remembring that 
of Job, will ye lie for Cod? Religion has Strength 
and Evidence enough in itſelf, and needs no Sup- 
port from Lies, and made Stories. I do not pre- 
tend to have given the formal Words that he ſaid, 
though I have done that where I could remem- 
ber them. But I have written them with the ſame 
Sincerity, that J would have done, had I known 
I had been to die immediately after I had finiſhed 
it. I did not take Notes of our Diſcourſe laſt 
Winter after we parted; fo I may have perhaps 
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ia the ſetting out of my Anſwers to him, have 
enlarged on ſeveral Things, both more fully and 
more regularly than I could ſay them in ſuch free 


Diſcourſes as we had. I am not ſo ſure of all I 


ſer down as ſaid by me, as I am of all ſaid by him 
to me ; but yet the Subſtance of the greateſt Part, 
even of that, is the ſame. 

IT remains that I humbly and earneſtly be- 
ſeech all that ſhall take this Book in their Hands, 
that they will conſider it entirely ; and not wreſt 
ſome Parts to an ill Intention. God, the Searcher 
of Hearts, knows with what Fidelity I have writ 
it : Bat if any will drink up only the Poiſon that 
may be in it, without taking alſo the Antidote 
here given to thoſe ill Principles; or conſideri 
the Senſe that this great Perſon had of them, when 
he reflected ſeriouſly on them; and will rather 
confirm themſelves in their ill Ways, by the 
Scruples and Objections which I ſet down, than be 
edified by the other Parts of it; as I will look on 
it as a great Infelicity, that I ſhould have ſaid any 
Thing that may ſtrengthen them in their Impie« 
ties; ſo the Sincerity of my Intentions will, I 
doubt not excuſe me at his Hands, to whom I of 
fer up this ſmall Service. os 

I Have now performed in the beſt manner I 
could, what was left on me by this Noble Lord, 
and have done with the part of an Hiſtorian. I 
ſhall in the next place ſay ſomewhat as a Divine, 
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So extraordinary a Text does always force a Ser- 
mon, though it is plain enough itſelf, and ſpeaks 
with ſo loud a Voice, that thoſe who are not a- 
wakened by it, will perhaps conſider nothing that 
I can ſay. If our Libertines will become fo far 
ſober as to examine their former Courſe of Life, 
with that Diſingagement and Impartiality, which 
they muſt acknowledge a wife Man ought to uſe 
in Things of greateft Conſequence, and balance 
the Account of what they have got by their De- 
baucheries, with the Miſchiefs they have brought 
on themſelves and others by them, they will ſoon 
ſee what a mad Bargain they have made. Some 
Diverſion, Mirth and Pleaſure is all they can pro- 
miſe themſelves ; but to obtain this, how many 
Evils are they to ſuffer ? How have many waſted 
their Strength, brought many Diſeaſes on their 
Bodies, and precipitated their Age in the purſuit 
of thoſe Things? And as they bring old Age 
early on themſelves, ſo it becomes a miſerable 
Nate of Life to the greateſt part of them; Gouts, 
Stranguries, and other Infirmities, being ſevere 
Reckonings for their paſt Follies ; not to mention 
the more loathſome Diſeaſes, with their no leſs 
loathſomeand troubleſome Cures, which they muſt 
often go through, who deliver themſelves up to 
forbidden Pleaſure. Many are disfigur'd beſide, 
with the Marks of their Intemperance and Lewd- 
neſs, and which is yet ſadder, an Infection is derive | 


E 
ed oftentimes on their innocent, but unhappy ' 
Iflue, who being deſcended from fo vitiated an O- 
riginal, ſuffer for their Exceſſes. Their Fortunes 
are profuſely waſted, both by their Neglect of their 
Affairs, they being ſo buried in Vice, that they 
cannot employ either their Time or Spirits ; fo 
much exhauſted by Intemperance, to conſider 
them ; and by that prodigal Expence which their 
Luſts put them upon. They ſuffer no leſs in their 
Credit, the chief Mean to recover an entangled 
Eſtate; for that irregular Expence forceth them 
to ſo many mean Shifts, makes them ſo otten falſe 
to all their Promiſes and Reſolutions, that they 
muſt needs feel how much they have loſt, that 
which a Gentleman, and Men of ingenuous Tem- 
pers do ſometimes perfer even to Lite itſelf, their 
Honour and Reputation, Nor do they ſuffer leſs 
in the nobler Powers of their Minds, which by a 
long Courſe of ſuch diſſolute Practices come to ſink 
and degenerate ſo far, that not a few, whoſe firſt 
Bloſſoms gave the moſt promiſing Hopes, have 
ſo wither'd, as to become incapable of great and 
generous Undertakings, and to be diſabled to 
every Thing, but to wallow like Swine in theFilth 
of Senſuality, their Spirits being diſſipated, and 
their Minds ſo nummed, as to be wholly unfit for 
Bulineſs, and even indiſpoſed to think. 

Tnar this dear Price ſhould be paid for a 
little wild Mirth, or groſs or corporal Pleaſure, 
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is a Thing of ſuch unparallelled Folly, that if there 
were not too many ſuch Inſtances before us, it 
might ſeem incredible. To all this we muſt add 
the Horrors that their ill Actions raiſe in them, 
and the hard Shifts they are put to to ſtave off 
theſe, either by being perpetually drunk or mad, 
or by an habitual Diſuſe of thinking and reflecting 
on their Actions, and (if theſe Arts will not perfect- 
ly quiet them) by taking Sanctuary in ſuch atheiſti- 
cal Principles, as may at leaſt mitigate the Sowr- 
neſs of their Thoughts, though they cannot ab- 
ſolutely ſettle their Minds. 

Irx the State of Mankind and human Societies 
are conſidered, what Miſchiefs can be equal to 
thoſe which follow theſe Courſes? Such Per- 
ſons are a Plague where-ever they come; they 
can neither be truſted nor be loved, having caſt off 
both Truth and Goodneſs, which procure Confi- 
dence and attract Love: They corrupt ſome by 
their ill Practices, and do irreparable Injuries to 
the reſt ; they run great Hazard, and put them- 
ſelves to much trouble, and all this to do what is in 
their Power to make Damnation as ſure to them ;- 
ſelves as Poſſibly they can. What Influence this 
has on the whole Nation is but too viſible ; how 
the Bonds of Nature, Wedlock, and all other 
Relations are quite broken. Virtue is thought an 
antique Piece of Formality, and Religion the Effect 
of Cowardiſe or Knavery: Theſe are the Men 
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chat would reform the World, by bringing it uns 


der a new Syſtem of intellectual and moral Prin- 


ciples, but bate them a few bold and lewd jeſts, 
what have they ever done, or deſigned to do, to 


make them be remembred, except it be with De. 
teſtation? They are the Scorn of the preſent 
Age, and their Names muſt rot in the next. Here 
they have before them an Inſtance of one who 
was deeply corrupted with the Contagion which 
he firſt derived from others, but unhappily heigh- 
tened it much himſelf. He was a Maſter indeed, 
and not a bare T rifler with Wit, as ſome of theſe 
are who repeat, and that but ſcurvily, what they 
have heard from him or ſome others, and with Im- 
pudence and Laughter will face the World down, 
as if it were to teach it Wiſdom; who, God 
knows, cannot follow one T hought a ſtep further 
than as they have conned it; and take from them 
their borrow'd Wit and their mimical Humour, 
and they will preſently appear what they indeed 
are, the leaſt and loweſt of Men. 

Ir they will, or if they can think a little, I 
wiſh they would conſider, that by their own Prin · 
ciples, they cannot be ſure, that Religion is only 

'a Contrivance, all they pretend to is only to wea- 
ken ſome Arguments that are brought for it - But 
they have not Brow enough to ſay, they can prove 
that their own Principles are true. So that at 
moſt they bring their Cauſe no higher, than that it is 
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4 poſſible Religion may not be true. But till it is poſ- 
ſible it may be true, and they have no Shame left 
that will deny that it is alſo probable it may be 
true; and if ſo, then what mad Men are they 
who run ſo great a Hazard for nothing? By their 
own Confeſſion, it may be, there is a God, a Judg- 
ment, and a Life to come; and if ſo, then he 
that believes theſe Things, and lives according to 
them, as he enjoys a long Courſe of Health and 
Quiet of Mind, an innocent Reliſh of many true 
- Pleaſures, and the Serenities which Virtue raiſes 
m him, with the good Will and Friendſhip which 
it procures him from others; ſo when he dies, if 
theſe things prove Miſtakes, he does not outlive 
his Error, nor ſhall it atterwards raiſe Trouble 
or Diſquiet in him, if he then ceaſe to be: But 
if theſe Things be true, he ſhall be infinitely hap- 
py in that State, where his preſent ſmall Services 
ſhall be ſo exceſſively rewarded. The Libertines on 
the otherSide, as they know they muſt die, ſo the 
Thoughts of Death muſt be always melancholy to 
them; they canhave no pleaſantView of that which 
yet they know cannot be very far from them: 
The leaſt painful /dea they can have of it is, that 
it is an Extinction and ceaſing to be, but they are 
not ſure even of that. Some ſecret W hilpers 
within make them, whether they will or not, 
tremble at the Apprehenlions ot another State; 
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nor their impotent Aſſaults upon the weak Side, 
as they think, of Religion, nor the boldeſt Notions 
of Impiety, will hold them up then. Of all which 
I now preſent ſo lively an Inſtance, as perhaps 
Hiſtory can ſcarce parallel. 

HERE were Parts fo exalted by Nature, and 
improved by Study, and yet fo corrupted and de- 
baſed by Irreligion and Vice, that he who was 
made to be one of the Glories of his Age was 
become a Proverb, and if his Repentance had not 
interpoſed, would have been one of the greateſt 
Reproaches of it. He knew well the ſmall Strength 
of that weak Cauſe, and at firſt deſpiſed but after- 
wards abhorred it. He felt the Miſchiefs, and ſaw 
the Madneſs of it ; and therefore though he lived 
to the Scandal of many, he died as much to the 
Edification of all thoſe that ſaw him; and be- 
cauſe they were but a ſmall Number, he deſired 
that he might even when dead, yet ſpeak. He was 
willing nothing ſhould be concealed that might 


caſt Reproach on himſelf, and on Sin, and offer up 


Glory to God and Religion. So that though he 
lived a hainous Sinner, yet he died a moſt Exe 
emplary Penitent. 

Ir would be a vain thing and ridiculous Infe» 
rence, for any from hence to draw Arguments 
about the abſtruſe Secrets of Predeſtination ? and 
to conclude, that if they are of the Number of 


the Elect, they may live as they will, and that 
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divine Grace will at ſome Time or other violent- 
ly conſtrain them, and irreſiſtably work upon 
them. But as St. Paul was called to that eminent 
Service for which he was appointed, in ſo ſtupen- 
dous a Manner, as is no Warrant for others to 
expect ſuch a Vocation ; ſo, if upon ſome ſignal 
Occaſion, ſuch Converſions fall out, which, how 
far they are ſhort of Miracles, I ſhall not deter- 
mine, it is not only a vain but a pernicious Ima- 
gination, for any to go on in their ill Ways, upon 
a fond Conceit and Expectation that the like will 
befal them: For whatſoever God's extraordi- 
nary Dealings with ſome may be, we are ſure his 
common Way of working is by offering theſe 
_ Things to our rational Faculties, which by the 
Aſſiſtance of his Grace if we improve them all 
we can, ſhall be certainly effectual for our Refor- 
mation; and if we negle& or abuſe theſe, we 
put ourſelves beyond the common Methods of 
God's Mercy, and have no Reaſon to expect that 
Wonders ſhould be wrought for our Convicti- 


on ; which though they ſometimes happen, that 
they may give an effectual Alarm for the awak- 


ing of others, yet it would deſtroy the whole De- 
ſign of Religion, if Men ſhould depend upon or 
look for ſuch an extraordinary and forcible Ope- 
ration of God's Grace. | 

AND I hope that thoſe who have had ſome ſharp 
Reflections on their paſt Life, ſo as to be reſolved 
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to forſake their ill Courſes, will not take the leaſt 
Encouragement to themſelves in that deſperate 
and unreaſonable Reſolution of putting off their 
Repentance till they can ſin no longer, from the 
Hopes I have expreſſed of this Lord's obtaining 
Mercy at the laſt ; and from thence preſume, that 
they alſo ſhall be received, when they turn to God 
on their Death-beds: For what Mercy ſoever God 
may ſhew to ſuch as really were never inwardly 
touched before that Time; yet there is no Rea» 
ſon to think that thoſe who have dealt ſo diſin« 
genuouſly with God and their own Souls, as de- 
ſignedly to put off their turning to him, upon ſuch 
Conſiderations, ſhould be then accepted with him. 
They may die ſuddenly, or by a Diſeaſe that: nay 
ſo diſorder their Underſtandings, that they ſhall 
not be in any Capacity of reflecting on their paſt 
Lives. The inward Converſion of our Minds is 
not ſo in our Power, that it can be effected with - 
out Dlvine Grace aſſiſting. And there is no Rea- 
ſon for thoſe who have neglected theſe Aſſiſtances 
all their Lives, to expect them in ſo extraordinary 
manner at their Death. Nor can one, eſpecially 
in a Sickneſs, that is quick and critical, be able 
to do thoſe Things that are often indiſpenſibly ne- 
ceſſary to make his Repentance compleat : And 
even in a longer Diſcaſe in which there are larger 
Opportunities for theſe Things; yet there is great 
Reaſon'to doubt of a Repentance begun and kept 
| N 
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up merely by Terror, and not from any ingenu- 
ous Principle. In which, though I will not take 
on me to limit the Mercies of God, which are 
boundleſs ; yet this muſt be confeſſed, that to de- 
lay Repentance, with ſuch a Deſign, is to put the 
greateſt Concernment we have upon the moſt dan- 
gerous and deſperate Iſſue that is poſſible. 
Bor they that will ſtill go on in their Sins, and 
be ſo partial to them, as to uſe all Endeavours to 
ſtrengthen themſelves in their evil Courſes, even 
by theſe very Things which the Providence of 
God ſets before them, for th; caſting down theſe 
ſtrong Holds of Sin: What is to be ſaid to ſuch ? 
It is to be feared, that if they obſtinately perſiſt, 
they will by Degrees come within that Curſe, He 
that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt ſtill - And he that 
16 filthy, let him be filthy ſtill. But if our Goſpel 
zs hid, it is hid to them that are loſt, in whom the 
Cod of this World hath blinded the Minds of them 
which believe not, left the Light of the glorious Col 
pel of Chriſt, ou is the nr hs God, fhould ſhine 
amto n 3 11 
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A further Account of the Earl of Ro- 
CHESTER, as it was delivered in a 
Funeral-Sermon, preached at his De- 


fre, by Mr. Pars ONs, Chaplain to 


his Mother, the Counteſs of Ro- 
CHESTER, 


ON my firſt Viſit to him, (May 26.) juſt 

at his Return from his Journey out of the 
Weſt, he moſt gladly received me, ſnew'd me ex- 
traordinary reſpects upon the ſcore of mine Office, 
* thank'd God, who had in Mercy and good Pro- 
* yidence ſent me to him, who ſo much needed 
* my Prayers and Counſels ; acknowledging how 
te unworthily heretofore he had treated that Or- 
« der of Men, reproaching them that they were 
proud, and propheſied only for Rewards; but 
* now he had learnt how to value them; that he 
cc eſteemed them the Servants of the Moſt High 
«© God, who were to ſhew to him the Way to 
« everlaſting Life.“ 

Ar the ſame time I found him labouring under 
ſtrange Trouble and Conflicts of Mind, bis Spirit 
wounded, and his Conſcience full ot Terrors. 
Upon his Journey he told me, He had been ar- 
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1 guing with greater Vigour againſt God and Res» 
« 1jgjon, than eyer he had done in hisLife-time be- 
tc fore, and that he was reſolved to run them down 
« with all the Argument and Spite in the World, 
but, like the great Convert St. Paul, he found 
t it hard to kick againſt the pricks,” For God at 
that time had fo ſtruck his Heart by his imme- 
diate Hand, that preſently he argued as ſtrong- 
ly for God and Virtue, as before he had done a- 
gainſt it. That God ſtrangely opened his Heart, 
creating in his Mjnd-moſt awful and tremendous 
Thoughts and Ideas of the Divine Majeſty, with 
a delightful Contemplation of the Divine Nature 
and Attributes, and of the Lovelineſs of Religi- 
on and Virtue. © I neyer (ſaid he) was advanced 
* thus far towards Happineſs in my Life before, 
c tho? upon the Commiſſion of ſome Sins extraor- 
c dinary, I have had ſome Checks and W arnings 
te conſiderable from within, but ſtill ſtruggled with 
ce them, and ſo wore them off again. I he moſt ob- 
ce ſervable that I remember was this: One Day at 
ce an Atheiſtical Meeting, at a Perſon of Quality's, 
& ] undertook to manage the Cauſe, and was the 
& principal Diſputant againſt God and Piety, and 
te for my Performances, received the Applauſe 
4e of the whole Company; upon which my Mind 
« was terribly ſtruck, and I immediately apply'd 
« thus to my ſelf. Good God? that a Man that 
«« walks upright, that ſees the wonderful Works 
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© of God, and has the Ule of his Senſes and Regs 
te ſon, ſhould uſe them to the defying of his Crea- 
tor / But tho? this was a good Beginning to- 
& wards my Converſion, tc find my Conſcience 
% touch'd for my Sins, yet it went off again; 
© nay, all my Life long, I had a ſecret Value and 
4% Reverence for an honeſt Man, and lov'd Mora- 
e lity in others. But I had form'd an odd Scheme 
&« of Religion to myſelf, which would ſolve all 
ce that God and Conſcience might force upon me; 
* yet I was not ever well reconciled to the Buſi- 
** neſs of Chriſtianity, nor had that Reverence tor 
te the Goſpel of Chriſt as 1 cught to have.“ 
Which Eſtate of Mind continued, till the liii. 
Chapter of //aiah was read to him, (wherein there 
is a lively Deſcription of the Sufferings of our 
Saviour, and the Benefits thereof) and ſome o- 
ther Portions of Scripture ; by the Power and 
Efficacy of which Word, aſſiſled by his Holy 
Spirit, God ſo wrought upon his Heart, that he 
declar'd, © That the Myſteries of the Paſſion ap- 
% peared ſo clear and plain to him, as ever any 
1 Thing did that was repreſented in a Glaſs:“ So 
that the Joy and Admiration, which poſleſs'd his 
Soul upon reading God's Mord to him, was re- 
markable to all about him; and he had fo much 


Delight in his Teſtimonies, that in my Abſence, 


he begg'd his Motherand Lady to read the ſame to 


him frequently, ard was uclaticficd(actwithſlzud» 
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Ing bis great Pains and Weakneſs (till he had 


learned eſpecially the liii. of Jaiah without 
Book. | 

Ar the ſame Time, diſcourſing of his Manner 
of Life from his Youth up, and which all Men 
knew was too much devoted to the“ Service of 
« Sin, and that the * Luſts of the Fleſh, of the 
Eye, and the Pride of Life,“ had captivated 
him: He was very large and particular in his Ac» 
knowledgments about it, more ready to accule 
himſelf than I or any one elle can be; publickly 
crying out, © O bleſſed God, can ſuch a horrid 
Creature as I am be accepted by thee, who has 
. deny'd thy Being, and contemn'd thy Power?“ 
asking often, Can there be Mercy and Pardon 
« for me? Will God own ſuch a Wreichas I?” 
and in the middle of his Sicknels ſaĩd, Shall the 
< unſpeakable Joys of Heaven be conferr'd on me? 
O mighty Saviour! never, but thro? thine in- 
* finite Love and Satisfaction O never, but by 
the Purchaſe of thy Blood ? adding, That with | 
* all Abhorrency he did reflect upon his former 
« Life ; that ſincerely, and trom his Heart, he did 
« repent of all that Folly and Madneſs which he 
6 had committed.” 

INDEED he had a true and lively Senſe of God's 
great Mercy to him in ſtriking his hard Heart, 
and laying his Conſcience open, which hitherto 
was deaf to all God's Calls and Methods ; ſaying, 
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« Tf that God, who died for great as well as leſſer 


&« Sinners, did not ſpeedily apply his infinite Me- 

te rits to his poor Soul, his Wound was ſuch as 

© no Man could conceive or bear ;” crying out, 

e That he was the vileſt Wretch and Dog that the 
“gun ſhined upon, or the Earth bore ; that now 
© he ſaw his Error in not living up to that Rea- 
© fon which God endued him with, and which 
* he unworthily vility'd and contemn'd ; ? wiſh» 
ed he © had been a ſtarving Leper crawling in a 
« Ditch; “ that he“ had been a Link- boy or a 
“ Begpar, or for his whole Life · time confin'd to 
* a Dungeon, rather than thus to have ſinned a- 
« gainſt his God. 

How remarkable was his Faith, in a hearty 
embracing and devout Confeſſion of all the Ar- 
ticles of our Chriſtian Religion, and all the divine 
Myſteries of the Goſpel ? ſaying, That that 
& abſurd and fooliſh Philoſophy, which the World 
e ſo much admir'd, propagated by the late Mr. 
« Hosss, and others, had undone him, and many 
* more of the beſt Parts in the Nation ;? who, 
without God's great Mercy to them, may never, 
I believe, attain ſuch a Repentance. 


I vsT not omit to mention his faithful Ad- 
herence to, and caſting himſelf entirely upon, the 
Mercies of Jeſus Chriſt, and the free Grace of 
God, declared to repenting Sinners through him ; 
*Fith a thankful Remembrance of his Life, Death 
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and Reſurrection; begging © God to ſtrengthen 
* his Faith, and often crying out, Lord, I be- 
lieve, help thou mine Unbelief. | 
Hrs mighty Love and Eſteem of the Holy 
Scriptures, his Reſolutions to read them frequent- 
ly. and meditate upon them, if God ſhould ſpare 
him, having already taſted the good Word ; for 
having ſpoken to his Heart, he acknowledged, 
&« all the ſeeming Abſurdities and Contradictions 
© thereof, fancied by Men of corrupt and repro- 
& bate Judgments, were vaniſhed, and the Excel- 
& lency and Beauty appeared, being come to re- 
cc ceive the Truth, in the Love of it. 
His extraordinary fervent Devotions, and his 
own frequent Prayers, were moſt excellent and 
correct; amongſt the reſt, for the King, in ſuch 
a Manner as became a dutiful Subject, and a 
truly grateful Servant; for the Church and Nati- 
on, for ſome particular Relations, and then for all 
Men; his calling frequently upon me at all Hours 
to pray with him, or read the Scriptures to him; 
and towards the End of his Sickneſs, would hear- 
tily deſire . God to pardon his Infirmities, if he 
« ſhould not be ſo wakeful and intent through the 
&« whole Duty as he wiſt'd to be; and that? tho? 
« the Fleſh was weak, yet the Spirit was willing; 
« and hoped God would accept that.” | 
| His continual Invocation of God's Grace, and 
and holy Spirit to ſuſtain him, to keep him from 


{ 


— 


1 99 1 
all evil Thoughts, from all Temptations and dia · 


bolical Suggeſtions, and every Thing which 
might be prejudicial to that religious Temper of 
Mind, which God had now ſo happily endued 
him withal, crying out, one Night eſpecially, how 
ce terribly the Tempter did aſſault him, by caſt- 
ee ing upon him lewd and wicked Imaginations, but 
* I thank God (ſaid he) I abhor them all, and by 
©« the Power of his Grace, which I am ſure is ſuf- 
te ficient for me, I have overcome them; *tis the 


ce Malice of the Devil, becauſe I am reſcued from 


c him; and the Goodneſs of God, that frees me 


&* from all my ſpiritual Enemies.” 
Hts great Joy at his Lady's Converſion Goin 


Popery to the Church of England (being as he 


term'd it, 4 Faction ſupported only by Fraud and 
Cruelty) which was by her done with Delibera- 
tion and mature Judgment ; the dark Miſts of 
which having been for ſomeMonths before break. 
ing away, were now cleared, by her receiving the 
bleſſed Sacrament with her dying Husband, at the 
receiving of which no Man could expreſs more 
Joy and Devotion than he did ; and having ex- 
perienced the Word of Life, 20 ſeen the Salva 
tion of God, in the Preparation of his Mind, he 
was now ready to depart in Peace. 

His hearty Concern for the pious Education of 
his Children, wiſhing that his Son might never 
be a Wit that is, (as he himſelf explain'd it) 

O 
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& One of thoſe enen chenures, who pride 
« themſehves | in abuſing God and Religion, deny- 
« ing his Being, or his Providence, but that he 
ec migtit become an honeſt and religious Man, 
« which could only be the Support and Bleſſing 
«of his Family ; complaining what a vicious and 
« naughty World they were brought into, and 
« that no Fortunes or Honours were comparable 
e to the Love and Favour of God to them,” in 
whoſe Name he bleſſed them, pray'd for them, 
and committed them to his Protection. 

' Hrs ſtrict Charge to thoſe Perſons, in whoſe 


Cuſtody his Papers were, To burn all his pro- 


„ phane and lewd Writings, as being only fit to 


t promote Vice and Immorality, by which he had 


te ſo highly offended God, and ſhamed and blaſ- 
ec phemed that holy Religion into which he had 
te been- baptized ; and all his obſcene and filthy 


« Pictures, which were fo notoriouſly ſcandalous. 
' His'readinefs to make Reſtitution to the utmoſt 


of his Power to all Petſons viom he had injur'd ; 
and for thoſe whom he could not make a Compen- 


ſation to, he pray d for God's and their Pardons. 


His remarkable Juſtice in taking all poſſible Care 
for the Payment of kis Debts, which, before, 


he confeſſed he had not ſo 3 and effectually 


done. 
His readineſs toforgive all frjuries Jone againſt 
bim, fome more particularly mention'd which 
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were great and WN nay annexing thereto 
all the Aſſurance of a future Friendſhip, and 


hoping he ſhould. be as freely forgiven the 


Hand of God, | 
How tender and concern'd was he 7 bis Ser- 
vants about him in his Extremities, (manifeſted 
by the Beneficence of his Will to them) pitying 
their Troubles in watching with him, and attend- 
ing him, treating them with Candor and Kind- 
neſs, as if they had been his Intimates 
How hearty were his Endeavours to be ſervice- 
able to thoſe about him, exhorting them to** the 
„fear and love of God, and to make a good Uſe 
« of his Forbearance and Longſuffering to Sinners, 
&« which ſhould lead them to Repentance. ” And 
here I muſt not paſs by bis pious and moſt paſſi« | 
onate Exclamation to a Gentleman of ſome Cha- 
racter, who came to viſit him upon his Death- 
bed: O remember that you contemn God no 
& more, he is an avenging God, and will yiſit you 
4% for your Sins, he will in Mercy, I hope, touch 
your Conſcience ſooner or later as he has done 
« mine; you and I have been Friends and Sin- 
* ners together a great while, therefore I am the 
© more free with you: We have been all miſta- 
te ken in our Conceits and Opinions, our Perſwa- 
s fjons have been falſe and groundleſs, therefore 
« God grant you Repentance.” And ſeeing him 
the next Day again, he ſaid to him,“ Perhaps 
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te you were diſoblig'd by my Plainneſs to you ye- 
ce ſterday; I ſpoke the M ords of Truth and So- 
te berneſs to you, (and ſtriking his Hand upon his 


Breaſt) ſaid, I hope God will touch your Heart. 


LixEw1sE his Commands to me, © to preach 
abroad, and to let all Men know, (if they 
knew it not already) * how ſeverely God had dil. 
* ciplin'd him for his Sins by his afflicting Hand; 
« that his ſufferings were moſt juſt tho? he had 
& laid ten thouſand times more upon him; how 
ce he had laid one Stripe upon another becauſe of 
& his grievous Provocations, till he had brought 
ie him home to himſelf ; that in his former Viſi- 
t tations, he had not that bleſſed Effect he was 


e now ſenſible of. He had formerly ſome looſe 


« Thoughts and ſlight Reſolutions of reforming, 
c and delign'd to be better, becauſe even the pre- 
ce ſent Conſequences of Sin were ſtill peſtring him, 
« and were ſo troubleſome and inconvenient to 
& him; but that now he had other Sentiments of 
« Things, and acted upon other Principles. 
His willingneſs to die if it pleaſed God, re- 


4 ſigning himſelf always to the divine Diſpoſal ; 


4 but if God ſhould ſpare him yet a longer time 


here, he hoped to bring Glory to the Name of 


« God, in the whole Courſe of his Life, and parti. 
« cularly by his Endeavours to convince others, 
ec and to aſſure them of the Danger of their Con- 
4 dition, if they continued impenitent, and how 
« praciouſly God had dealt with him. 
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Hrs great Senſe of his Obligations to thoſe ex- 
cellent Men, the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop 
of Oxford, and Dr. Max$SHalr, for their chari - 
table and frequent Viſits to him, and Prayers with 
him; and Dr. BuaxzTr, who came on pur- 
poſe from London to ſee him, who were all very 
ſerviceable to his Repentance. 

His extraordinary Duty and Reverence to his 
Mother, with all the grateful Reſpects to her ima» 
ginable, and Kindneſs to his good Lady, beyond 
Expreſſion (which may well enhance ſuch a Loſs 
to them) and to his Children, obliging them with 
all the Endearments that a good Husband or ten- 
der Father could beſtow. 

To conclude theſe Remarks, I ſhall only read 
to you his dying Remonſtrance, ſufficiently atteſ- 
ted, and ſigned by his own Hand, as his trueſt 
Senſe, (which I hope may be uſeful to that good 
End he deſign'd it) in Manner andForm followings 


«FOR the Benefit of all thoſe whom I may 
© have drawn into Sin by my Example and 
% Encouragement, I leave to the World this my 
& laſt Declaration, which I deliver in the Pre- 
« ſence of the great God, who knows the Secrets 
« of all Hearts, and before whom I am now ap- 
«« pearing to be judged. 
* Trar from the Bottom of my Soul I deteſt 
and abhor the whole Courle of my former 


1 

ec wicked Life, that I think I can never ſufficient- 
* ly admire the Goodneſs of God, who has given 
« mea true Senſe of my pernicious Opinions and 
« yile Practices, by which I have hitherto lived 
c without Hope, and without God in the World; 
cc have been an open Enemy to Jeſus Chriſt, doing 
the utmoſt Deſpite to the Holy Spirit of Grace. 
te And that the greateſt Teſtimony of my Charity 
& toſuch, is, to warn them in the Name of God, 
te and as they regard the Welfare of their immor- 
c tal Souls, no more to deny his Being, or his Pro- 
ec yidence, or deſpiſe his Goodneſs ; no more to 
make a Mock of Sin, or contemn the pure and 
cc excellent Religion of my ever bleſſed Redeemer, 
through whoſe Merits alone, I, one of the 


« greateſt Sinners, do yet hope for Mercy and 


« Forgiveneſs. Amen. 


- Declared and Sgned 
In the Preſence of 


Anne Rocheſter. 
Robert Parſons. 
J. ROCHESTER. 


June 19. 
1680 
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Ax now I cannot but mention with Joy and 
Admiration that ſteddy Temper of Mind, which 
he enjoy'd thro? the whole Courſe of his Sickneſs 
and Repentance; which muſt proceed, not from 
a Hurry and Perturbation of Mind or Body, ariſ- 
ing from the Fear of Death, or Dread of Hell only, 
but from an ingenuous Love to God, and an uni- 
form Regard to Virtue, (ſuitable to that ſolemn 
Declaration of his,“ I would not commit the leaſt 
Sin to gain a Kingdom”) with all poſſible Symp- 
toms of a laſting Perſeverance in it, if God ſhould 
have reſtored him. To which might be added, his 
comfortable Perſwaſions of God's accepting him 
to his Mercy, ſaying, three or four Days before 
his Death, © I ſhall die, but O, what unſpeakable 
6 Glories do I ſee / what Joys, beyond Thought 
* or Expreſſion, am I ſenſible of / I am aſſured of 
* God's Mercy to me, through Jeſus Chriſt, O 
& how I long to die, and be with my Saviour / 

Tn time of his Sickneſs and Repentance was 
juſt nine Weeks; in all which time he was ſo 
much maſter of his Reaſon, and had ſo clear an 
Underſtanding, (ſaving 30 Hours, about the middle 
of it, in which he was delirious) that he never 
dictated or ſpoke more compoſed in his Life - 
And therefore if any ſhall continue to ſay, his 
Piety was the Effect of Madneſs or Vapours ; let 
me tell them, it is highly diſingenuous, and 
that the Aſſertion is as filly as it is wicked. And 
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moreover that the Force of what I have delivered 
may not be evaded by wicked Men, who are re · 
ſolved to harden their Hearts, maugre all Convicti- 


ons, by ſaying, ** this thing was done in aCorner;” 


I appeal for the Truth thereof, to all ſorts of Per- 


| ſons, who in conſiderable numbers viſited and at- 


tended him, and more particularly to thoſe emis 
nent Phyſicians who were near him, and conver- 
ſant with him in the whole Courſe of his tedious 
Sickneſs ; and who, if any, are competent Judges 
of a Phrenſy or Delirium. 

THERE are many more excellent Things in my 
Abſence, which have occaſionally dropt from his 
Mouth, that will not come within the narfow 
Compaſs of a Sermon; but theſe, I hope will ſuf- 
ficiently prove what I produce them for. And if 
any ſhall be till unſatisfied herein in this hard · 
hearted Generation, it matters not, let them at 
their Coſt be Unbelievers ſtill, 


FINIS. 
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